
THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY 

JANUARY 24, 2021

TERHAD  
PP 8460/11/2012(030939) 
ISSN: 1394-3294  
Vol. 28  No. 3

FOR INTERNAL 
CIRCULATION ONLY

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed  time 
has grown very short. From now on, let those who 
have wives live as though they had none, and those 
who mourn as though they were not mourning, and 
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 
and those who buy as though they had no goods, and 
those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 
passing away.

1 Cor. 7: 29-31

Brother and Sisters in Christ, 

Pope Francis in his Apostolic Letter, Aperuit 
Illis invites us to celebrate the Sunday the 
Word of God on the Third Sunday of Ordi-
nary Time. This year it falls on Jan 24. In the 
past, this Sunday was knwon as Bible Sun-
day and celebrated annually in July. 

Perhaps, all this while we had celebrated 
the Word of God merely as one of the pasto-
ral activities for the day, get it over with and 
wait for the coming year!

Celebrating the Word of God at the begin-
ning of the year is a very important, in fact, 
essential start for us in our journey of life 
and faith throughout the year. We hope that 
by celebrating Sunday of the Word of God at 
the beginning of the year, we will be able to 
organise our journey of faith and life, and be 
inspired by the Word of God throughout the 
year (Ps 119:105).

Realising, appreciating and witnessing the 
Word of God daily by reading, listening to 
and meditating on it, is a necessity for us, His 
people, to build a unity, faithfulness and holi-
ness with Him. Do we take note and spend 
time every day to do what Jesus said, “Who-
ever comes to me and hears my words and 
puts them into practice, they are like a man 
building a house, who dug down deep and 
laid the foundation on rock” (Luke 6:47-48).

Brothers and sisters, throughout our lives 
as followers and disciples of Jesus, we must 

always strive for freshness, testimony and 
perseverance of our faith. In Malaysia, we 
Christians live together in a society of vari-
ous races, cultures and religions. It is true 
that this situation is unique and good but 
there are challenges as well, especially to our 
Christian faith. But we also need to realise 
that faith without challenges is weak.

We are thankful that in whatever circum-
stances we face, Jesus has given His assur-
ance to us, “I am with you always until the 
end of time” (Matt. 28:20). With the power 
of the Holy Spirit, as His people, we are giv-

en the strength to live in unity, enlighten our 
conscience, every time we face challenges 
and choices, so as to be able to choose and 
favour Jesus no matter what form of tempta-
tion we face.

Brothers and Sisters, in the journey of 
faith, whether in person or in community, the 
word of God should “be a lamp for our feet 
and a light unto our path” (Ps. 119:105).

As we observe and celebrate Sunday of 
the Word of God, let us take inspiration and 
strength of faith from St Paul’s message to 
Timothy, “All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

Brothers and Sisters, with obedient hearts 
to listen to and to follow His words, surely 
we will be able to live as His disciples and 
apostles by being always faithful and proud 
of our Christian identity (Matt 10:32-33), 
committed to the mission to proclaim Jesus. 
(Mark 5:13-16) and firmly believe in our 
choice to follow Jesus, “the way, the truth, 
and the life” (John 14:6).

Blessed Sunday Word of God. 

+Rt Rev Datuk Cornelius Piong
Bishop of Keningau Diocese

January 24, 2021

Enabling our journey 
of faith and life

VATICAN: In a message to Joe Biden on in-
auguration day, Pope Francis said he is praying 
that the new United States president will make 
decisions which respect the rights and dignity 
of every person, especially the poor and most 
vulnerable.

“At a time when the grave crises facing our 
human family call for farsighted and united re-
sponses, I pray that your decisions will be guid-
ed by a concern for building a society marked 
by authentic justice and freedom, together with 
unfailing respect for the rights and dignity of 
every person, especially the poor, the vulner-
able and those who have no voice,” the Pope 
said Jan 20.

Biden, a Catholic, was sworn into office as 
the 46th president of the United States outside 
the US Capitol Building in Washington, DC, 
Jan 20.

For the occasion, Pope Francis sent Biden his 
good wishes and “the assurance of my prayers 

that Almighty God will grant you wisdom and 
strength in the exercise of your high office.”

The Pope said he hoped that under Biden’s 
leadership the American people would draw 
strength from the “lofty political, ethical and 
religious values which have inspired the nation 
since its founding.”

Francis added that he is asking God, “the 
source of all wisdom and truth, to guide your 
efforts to foster understanding, reconciliation 
and peace within the United States and among 
the nations of the world in order to advance the 
universal common good.”

The Pope closed his message by invok-
ing blessings upon Biden, his family, and the 
American people.

Shortly prior, the US Bishops’ Conference 
released the full text of a prepared statement on 
Biden’s inauguration as president, after initially 
withholding it from publication.

Although it was expected to be released at 

9 a.m. Eastern time Wednesday, the statement 
was not published by the Bishops’ Conference 
at that time. According to The Pillar, Vatican 
Secretariat of State officials stepped in to pre-
vent its publication.

The conference published the full statement 
shortly after noon.

The US Bishops’ prepared statement said 
they planned to engage the new administration 
on issues including abortion, religious free-
dom, racism, and poverty.

According to sources at the conference, 
figures within the conference pushed back on 
language in the prepared statement that had 
highlighted areas of concern with the incoming 
Biden administration on abortion, gender, and 
religious freedom.

In particular, sources at the conference told 
CNA that Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago 
opposed the inclusion of language noting abor-
tion as a problem with the incoming Biden 

administration. Biden has pledged to support 
taxpayer-funded abortion, among other pro-
abortion policies.

In January 2017, Pope Francis sent a mes-
sage to then-US President Donald Trump 
on the occasion of his inauguration. — By                   
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

l Turn to Pages 8-9 for more

Pope Francis prays Biden will respect ‘dignity 
of every person’ in inauguration message

KENINGAU: Bish-
op Cornelius 
Piong has urged 

the faithful to appreciate 
and witness to the Word 
of God daily by reading, 
listening to and meditat-
ing on it. “It is a neces-
sity for us, His people, to 
build a unity, faithfulness 
and holiness with Him,” 
he said in a pastoral let-
ter released January 24 in 
conjunction with Sunday 
of the Word of God.

“Celebrating the Word of God 
at the beginning of the year is 
very important, in fact, essential 
for us in our journey of life and 
faith throughout the year. We 
hope that by celebrating Sunday 
of the Word of God at the begin-
ning of the year, we will be able 
to organise our journey of life and 
faith, and be inspired by the Word 
of God throughout the year.”

l Please see right for the full  
    text of his message.
l Please turn to Pg 14 and  
      Back page for more

Pastoral Letter in conjunction with Sunday of the Word of God

Pope Francis greets then-US Vice President 
Joe Biden at the Vatican in 2016. (CNA photo/
Vatican Media)



I was shocked to read that, in India, some 
people are even ‘venerating’ the killer of 
Mahatma Gandhi — a right-wing religious 

extremist, who felt that the independence 
leader was making too many concessions.  

No matter what you may think of Gandhi, 
for some people to treat his killer as some 
kind of hero goes beyond the pale.

It is clear that many politicians around the 
world are making use of insecurities over race 
and religion for political ends. Conservative 
politicians and religious leaders have done 
us no favours. They have condoned a divi-
sive brand of politics that has worked up the 
masses.

In the US, we witnessed the mob attack on 
the Capitol after Trump lost the election. In 
other countries too, the rise of fascist tenden-
cies and demagoguery has worried many. 

This is happening at a time when many or-
dinary people, especially workers, have suf-
fered from the effects of neoliberalism, which 
has enriched a smaller and smaller group at 
the top. 

“The level of discontent and alienation 
with neoliberalism was already very high in 
the global North before the coronavirus hit, 
owing to the established elites’ inability to 
reverse the decline in living standards and 
skyrocketing inequality in the dreary decade 
that followed the financial crisis,” observed 
Walden Bello, one of the leading critics of 

neoliberal globalisation. 
Conditions were ripe for charismatic lead-

ers and demagogues around the world to step 
up and manipulate this public disaffection for 
their own political ends while serving the elite 
and corporate class. 

They have skilfully diverted public at-
tention from the declining living standards, 
ecological destruction, and the gulf between 
the rich and poor. They have capitalised on 
people’s ethnic and religious insecurities by 
demonising The Other – whether migrants, 
the LGBT community or ethnic and religious 
minorities.  

All the while, they have relentlessly 
trimmed income taxes, shunned wealth taxes 
and loosened labour and environmental regu-
lations, making it easier for businesses to ex-
ploit workers and degrade the ecosystem. 

Faced with the resulting disenchantment 
and loss of support from the masses, some 
leaders have resorted to draconian powers and 
oppressive laws to stifle dissent and entrench 
their shaky positions. 

Even with Trump’s departure in the US, 
this won’t end. ‘Liberal’ politicians might 
tinker with the system to give it a friendlier 
and more sober face, but many of the ex-
cesses of the system will remain. Big Tech, 
Big Pharma, regressive taxes, excessive mili-
tary spending, curbs on unions and workers’ 
rights, cheap labour…

Many of us can’t wait for the pandemic to 
be over so that our lives can go back to ‘nor-
mal’. But wait, what was normal? The wide 
income gap, the concentration of wealth, eco-
logical destruction? 

Or are we perhaps hoping for a “new nor-
mal”? Just some minor tinkering to the sys-
tem here and there? 

But the system, the present economic model 
of unlimited growth, is itself, the problem. It 
has perpetuated and widened inequalities and 
polluted and degraded the ecosystem while 
concentrating wealth in fewer hands. 

We need deep, wide-ranging reforms, if not 
a total revamp of the system. 

We must move away from an economic 

model premised on unlimited growth. Our 
present economic system is plagued by deep 
socioeconomic and political inequalities and 
is harming the planet. 

We need to explore potential solutions: 
ecological sustainability, degrowth, a greater 
role for women, food sovereignty, sustainable 
mobility, political empowerment, genuine 
participatory democracy. 

The Bishop of Rome’s most recent mes-
sages, Laudato Si on Care for Creation and 
Fratelli Tutti on broad social love, offer a wel-
come framework. The recent global crisis has 
shown us that “no one can face life in isola-
tion” and we must “dream, then, as a single 
human family” where we are “brothers and 
sisters all” (para 8). All of us are intercon-
nected, not just the human population but all 
of Creation, including Brother Sun and Sister 
Moon.

This will be a world where the cry of the 
poor and the cry of the Earth will be heard. 
This will be a world where no one will be 
sent away hungry (Matthew 14:15). This will 
be a world where people will “hammer their 
swords into ploughshares and their spears into 
sickles. Nation will not lift sword against na-
tion, no longer will they learn how to make 
war” (Isaiah 2:4). 

This is the new Creation we must cast our 
sights on – instead of business as usual or a 
“new normal” with minor tinkering.

Normal? New normal? Or should 
we move to a new world?

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Today’s reading point us to consider God’s 
call and the exigency, the necessary im-

mediacy, of our response. They begin with the 
journey of Jonah through Nineveh. According 
to the reading, Nineveh was a very large city. 
It would take three days to walk from one end 
to the other. But the Ninevites didn’t need to 
hear Jonah’s prophecy for three days. After a 
single day’s walk, or as soon as they heard it, 
they repented. In the Gospel, Jesus calls Si-
mon and Andrew, and then James and John, 
and they leave their boats and follow him im-
mediately. The strongest message of demand-
ing an immediate response, though, flows 
from the second reading from Paul’s First 
Letter to the Corinthians:

I tell you, brothers and sisters,                                
the time is running out.

From now on, let those having wives                       
act as not having them,

those weeping as not weeping,
those rejoicing as not rejoicing,

those buying as not owning,
those using the world as not using it fully.

For the world in its present form                                     
is passing away.

It is very clear that we must make the best 
use of the time that the Lord gives us. This is 
a stunning contrast to the attitude of so many 
who set aside an hour a week for the Lord 
feeling that somehow or other, they have kept 
God happy in a mere 60 minutes. God does 
not need our prayers for an hour a week. We 
do not pray to keep God happy. We pray to 
keep ourselves happy, and we pray for others 
to be happy. We need to pray, and we need to 
pray continually.

We have to make the best use of our time.  
Our time is not our own. It belongs to God.  
At the beginning of the Book of Genesis, we 
hear that all creation was entrusted to man-
kind. When we think of creation, we focus 
on the concrete aspects of creation, those 
things which we can see such as the lakes and 
oceans, the mountains and hills, and we focus 
on the plants and animals God has given us to 
care for, and we focus on human beings and 
how we can care for others through the proper 
use of God’s gifts of creation. There is another 
aspect of creation we often miss. That is time. 
Time is also part of creation. Time only exists 
in the physical world. It is entrusted to us to 

be used wisely.
We have to set aside time for many different 

activities — for sleeping, for working, for ex-
ercising and, especially, for praying.  In fact, 
we should all have a schedule for prayer in 
our daily lives, a schedule that we keep. It is 
important also that we set aside time for re-
laxing. Some of us live in a state of continual 
stress. We need to fight off stress, usually 
through physical activity. Either we take care 
of stress or stress takes care of us and every-
one around us. We have to set aside time for 
others. Sometimes that means caring for oth-
ers, but usually we simply need to be with 
others.  

Sadly, we often waste time. We get tied up 
in going from one Youtube video to another, 
or from one TV programme to another. Af-
ter a while, we look at our watches and ask, 
“Where did the time go?” My great fear is that 
God looks at me and says, “Is that the best you 
can do with your day?” We have a responsi-
bility to use whatever time we have left well. 

Many older people often ask, “Why am I 
still here?” The answer is that God has more 
work for us to do, more ways to use the time 
he gave us. The last week of August, 1988, 
I came to St Ignatius to say goodbye to my 
mentor, Fr John LaTondress. He was dying of 
cancer. He said to me, “This is not fun, you 
know.” He wanted it to end, but he knew that 
God still had a bit more work for him to do 
here on earth, even if that work was simply to 
offer up his suffering for another week or so.

Fr John received the blessing of knowing 
that his time on earth was coming to a rapid 
conclusion. We do not all have that blessing. 
Most of us do not know when our days on 
earth are coming to an end. We could live an-

other 50 years, or just another 50 days. That is 
why we have to live our lives in a way that we 
are always ready to give an account for how 
well we use the time the Lord has given us.

To all this we have to add that when the 
Lord gives us a particular call, a particular 
mission, He calls us to address this Grace im-
mediately. There is an exigency to His call. 
When we put off responding to this grace, 
then the unheeded call can very well dissipate 
and an opportunity to further the Kingdom of 
God is lost. How often have others asked us 
a serious question at an inconvenient time? 
Children and teens seem to be excellent at 
finding the worst times to ask a question or 
to make a statement that needs an immedi-
ate response. Just as Mom is parking at the 
supermarket, her nine-year old says, “Billy’s 
parents are separating. Are you and Dad go-
ing to do that too?” Mom might want to put 
off the answer and the discussion but then the 
right time to respond never comes. How of-
ten I have said, “This person is seriously ill. I 
must see him; I must see her,” but then I put 
my visit off only to learn that it is no longer 
possible for me to visit. 

The earth is the Lord’s and its fullness, we 
pray in Psalm 24. This world belongs to God.  
He has set us in this world to do his work, but 
He only gives us a brief time to accomplish 
His tasks. We pray today that we make the 
best use of the time He gives us. — By Msgr 
Joseph A Pellegrino

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Jona 3:1-5, 10;

1 Corinthians 7:29-31;
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: His Time, His Story
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Suspension of   
Masses in Kuching
CMCO January 18 - 31, 2021

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ and 
friends of goodwill,

From the recent State Disaster Man-
agement Committee (SDMC) daily re-
ports, we see the spread of COVID-19 
cases in many new places throughout 
Sarawak. It is in these initial days 
when positive cases are just starting 
to surface, that it is crucial for contact 
tracing to isolate positive cases and to 
break the cycle of infection. SDMC 
has prudently expanded the CMCO to 
restrict travel between Divisions with 
the purpose of curbing further out-
breaks.

With the implementation of the 
MCO in Sibu and the CMCO in all 
other Divisions in Sarawak from Mon-
day Jan 18 to Sunday Jan 31, 2021, I 
would like to announce that all Masses 
and services in churches throughout 
the Archdiocese and houses of worship 
in Sarawak will be suspended until 

Jan 31, 2021. Catholics may continue 
to join the on-line Masses at: https://
www.facebook.com/arch.kuching/

On both personal and communal 
levels, I exhort Catholics, Christians 
and followers of all faiths to come 
together to contain this new wave of 
COVID19 in Sarawak:
 Respect the CMCO inter-dis-

trict travel restriction.
 Cut down unnecessary trips
 Comply with current safety 
SOPs.
 Wear masks when in public
 Maintain social distance of one 
to two metres where possible
 Do not organise any social 
gatherings

January 18 - 25, 2021 has also been 
dedicated as a Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity - “Abide in my love 
and you shall bear much fruit.” (John 
15-5-9). Let us pray for Sarawak, Ma-
laysia and the whole World.

May God bless and protect all fami-
lies with good health and peace.

Archbishop Simon Poh
Archdiocese of Kuching

January 17, 2021

Archdiocese of KuAlA lumpur Archdiocese of Kuching

Chan/MC/02/2021

MJD News Update #24diocese of 
mAlAccA Johore

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UP-
DATES #24
Greetings and the Peace of the Lord Je-
sus Christ be with you, dear People of 
God. We are preparing to celebrate the 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time also  
known as “Sunday of the Word of God”, 
introduced by Pope Francis, as replacing 
Bible Sunday. 

1.0 A Thought for the Week:  
Once there was a young warrior. Her 
teacher told her that she had to do bat-
tle with Fear. She didn’t want to do that. 
Fear seemed too aggressive; too scary 
and unfriendly. But the teacher said she 
had to do it and gave instructions for the 
battle. The day arrived. The student war-
rior stood on one side, and Fear stood 
on the other. The warrior was feeling 
very small, and Fear was looking big 
and wrathful. The young warrior roused 
herself and went towards Fear, prostrat-
ed three times, and asked, “May I have 
permission to go into battle with you?” 
Fear said, “Thank you for showing me so 
much respect that you ask permission.”

Then the young warrior said, “How can 
I defeat you?” Fear replied, “My weap-
ons are that I talk fast, and I get very 
close to your face. Then you get com-
pletely unnerved, and you do whatever 
I say. If you don’t do what I tell you, I 
have no power.

You can listen to me, and you can have 
respect for me. You can even be con-
vinced by me. But if you don’t do what 
I say, I have no power.” In that way, the 
student warrior learned how to defeat 
Fear.

Something for us to consider: Fear 
causes us to buckle and settle for less 
than God’s best. It makes us disobey af-
ter weakening our trust in Him; robs us 
of our peace and joy.

Can Fear be overcome? How can we 
do it? 

2 Timothy 1:7 says “For God gave us 
a spirit not of fear but of power, love and 
self-control.

Joseph Campbell commented, “The 
cave you fear to enter holds the treasure 
you seek”  

Lucile Clifton said, “Any dog will 
keep chasing you if he knows you are 
afraid. The only remedy is to turn around 
and face the dog.” 

Finally, there is something Nelson 
Mandela said, “I learned that courage 
was not the absence of fear, but the tri-
umph over it.”

2.0 Announcements for this Week
2.1 The MCO and the nationwide state 
of emergency till August 1, 2021 has 
been enforced. More updates after Feb 4. 

a) There will be no Masses in the 
churches of Johore and Malacca till 
Feb 4, 2021. Online Masses will con-
tinue as usual. 

b) At the recent zoom Clergy Monthly 
Recollection (CMR) which replaced a 
face-to-face CMR at Majodi, the fol-
lowing decisions were announced: 
l For the Fridays of the Chinese 
New Year season, ie Feb 12, 19 
and 26, a dispensation from fast 
and abstinence has been granted 
by the CBCMSB. 
l The Catholic faithful are obli-
gated to observe the fast and ab-
stinence rule for Ash Wednesday. 
l Parish priests and Parish RCIA 
teams will arrange the Rite of 
Elections for their people for the 
First Sunday of Lent.  The Rite of 
Acceptance must be done first, if 
it has not been looked into. 

l For the offertory procession, 
only three items are permitted, ie 
the bread and wine, and collec-
tions for the poor in cash or kind. 

c) Diocesan and parish offices, work, 
plans and pastoral care continue.  
d) Keep in touch with the SOPs pro-
vided by the MKN, the local authori-
ties and the Bishop’s Office. That’s the 
benchmark. 
e) The Caritas MJD, the parishes and 
the Friends-In-Need (FIN), these 
groups are encouraged to mobilise and 
care for the affected. All of you are 
welcome to reach out to your neigh-
bours. Begin with the nearest to your 
home. Ask if they need help with their 
marketing or grocery shopping. TRY 
TO BE A LITTLE KINDER.
f) Implement the MCO SOPs strictly. 
Remember the three Ws ie Wear, Wash 
and Warn. Keep safe. Be safe.

2.2 Two books entitled More Nuggets 
and Easter Glimpses, written by me 
(Bishop Bernard), are on sale, priced at 
RM20.00 a set. The proceeds from the 
sales of the books will be donated to the 
Building Projects of St Theresa Masai 
and the Holy Family Ulu Tiram. Contact 
Majodi Publications (+607-387 1121 or 
bookshop@mjdiocese.my) for orders. We 
can arrange the delivery to you. Group 
orders are welcome too.

2.3 A joint communication from the 
Archbishops and bishops of Malaysia on 
the Church’s stand on Vaccines, Vacci-
nation and Ethics will be out soon. Watch 
out for it. There are many opinions. But 
what is the right one? What is the right 
response? How is the vaccination being 
done? Is there anyone or any group that 

is profiting from the exercise? FAQs on 
COVID-19 vaccines are being prepared.

3.0 This Week’s Question & Queries 
Is there a way forward in this VUCA 
(volatile, uncertain, complex, and am-
biguous) time? In this pandemic times?
Going beyond the pandemic and VUCA 
times, the call is to plot a new path. Some 
call this the alternative or the path of the 
heart (Paulo Coelho) or the road less 
travelled (Scott Peck), or simply, spark-
ing off “fireplaces-in-the-world”. This is 
the path forward.

a) It is the WAY OF NON-VIOLENCE, 
contemplation, actions that prioritise 
justice and solidarity, affirmation of 
the ONENESS, and the interconnect-
edness of all things and communities.
b) It is the WAY OF JESUS, THE 
LOVE INCARNATE. It is a call and 
mission to expand people’s ability to 
do good by liberating them; awaken-
ing the Faith-in-Action spirituality in 
them; liberating ourselves from our 
egoic strongholds; becoming “fireplac-
es” in the world by creating commun-
ion of love where we are, where we 
are sent and with what we have.” Fires 
need fireplaces. Fireplaces of love can 
fire up the world into a Communion of 
Charity.”

Thank you for reading. Let us continue 
to build God’s Kingdom together. Have 
a great weekend. God bless you. Be safe. 
Keep safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
January 22, 2021

Click here to watch the video

As the MCO may be extended beyond the 26th of Janu-
ary 2021 and the current restrictions on public Masses 
may continue for some time due to public health rea-
sons, the sacerdotal ordination of Rev Deacon (tran-
sitional) Bonaventure Rayappan, which is scheduled 
to take place in the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Klang, on January 28, 2021, will be postponed indefi-
nitely.

Details of the sacerdotal ordination will be announced 
at a later date when the public health situation improves 
and public worship is permitted by the authorities.

Let us continue to pray for Rev Deacon Bonaventure 
as he prepares for his ordination.

Rev Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

January 15, 2020

Update on the 
Sacerdotal Ordination 

of Rev Deacon 
Bonaventure Rayappan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97iQYpFwckM
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Formation on PMPC IV 
for parish leaders 

PETALING JAYA: The Church 
of the Assumption kicked of the 
New Year with a host of activi-
ties between Friday, Jan 8 and 
Monday, Jan 11, just before the 
second Movement Control Order 
(MCO) took effect.

On Friday and Saturday, Jan 8 
and 9, parish priest Fr Gregory 
Chan and assistant parish priest 
Fr Richard Anthonysamy, SJ 
took turns presiding over four 
Masses each day to adminis-
ter the Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion to almost 60 chil-
dren. 

In line with the pre MCO SOP, 
only 20 people, consisting of 
seven children, seven parents 
and the working team were in 
church during each Mass. After 
each Mass, the maintenance team 
sanitised the premises before the 
next session. Dressed in their 
pretty white frocks and shirts and 
colourful masks, some children 
looked nervous at having to sit 
on a pew by themselves, while 
others looked awed to be in a big 
church with so few people.  

Catechist Alice Massang said, 
“The children were excited but 

a little disappointed as they ex-
pected to see all their classmates, 
not just a handful.”

Most of the children walked up 
the aisle, stretched out their little 
palms, responded with ‘Amen’, 
received the host, removed their 
mask, consumed the Body of 
Christ and returned to their seats. 
For a handful, weeks of train-
ing went out the parish doors 
the minute they stood before 
the towering priest. With a little 
coaxing from their teacher and 
the padre, all ended well. — By 
Gwen Manickam

PETALING JAYA: From Jan 8-10 
between 8.00pm and 10.00pm, 
the Church of the Assumption 
parish priest, Fr Gregory Chan, 
conducted a three-day formation 
via Zoom entitled PMPC (Penin-
sular Malaysia Pastoral Conven-
tion) IV: Midway Point for BEC-
COT and Parish Coordinating 
Council (PCC) members. 

As it is five years since the last 
meeting, he shared videos from 
the sessions and each ministry 
head was invited to share / com-
ment on what their respective 
ministries were doing, how far 

they have come in the last five 
years, and what issues and chal-
lenges they have faced. 

Some 40 people attended each 
session and one of the key topics 
discussed was getting the parish 
youth to play more active roles 
and the steps taken to achieve 
this. Fr Chan summed up the dia-
logue by saying the youth should 
be given more responsibilities in 
different ministries and if there is 
a need, they must be accompanied 
or mentored by senior members. 
BEC activities and how members 
could help home-bound parish-

ioners was also highlighted.
Fr Chan reminded attendees 

of the importance of the Social 
Communications Ministry which 
was launched at PMPC IV. Its pre-
existence made a large part of the 
church’s online presence quickly 
possible once the pandemic and 
lockdowns hit last year.

After the formation, the par-
ish priest said, “The interactions 
between the BECs and the Min-
istries were absolutely phenom-
enal! I haven’t seen anything 
like it in years!” —  By Gwen              
Manickam

Assumption children finally receive 
their First Holy Communion

The BECCOT and PCC members having their formation via Zoom.

The communicants with Fr Richard Anthonysamy SJ.

PETALING JAYA: Assumption 
Church’s Ministry for Migrants 
launched its first Zoom session 
on Sunday, Jan 10. Twelve broth-
ers and sisters from the Philip-
pines, India, Sri Lanka and Mau-
ritius joined the two-hour session 
with Fr Richard Anthonysamy SJ 
and seven committee members. 

Most of them have been in Ma-
laysia for several years and were 
acclimatised to the local food and 
activities. They shared how they 
missed not being able to visit 
their homeland due to the pan-
demic but were happy to be safe 
and well here in Malaysia. The 
ministry aims to host a virtual 
Station of the Cross for the next 
meeting, at the end of February. 

Parish priest Fr Gregory Chan 
joined in for the first hour before 
leaving to conduct the Rite of Ac-

ceptance for the new RCIA class 
in church.

He said all classes for the new 
batch have been online and this 
was the first time the 11 candi-
dates met in person.

After months of a lull, just as 
the momentum was picking up 
– a second MCO kicked in, and 
everyone was back to doing their 
best to keep safe and stay home. 
—  By Gwen Manickam

Parish Migrant Ministry launches 
its first Zoom session

Migrant Ministry members in their first Zoom session.

BUNAN: The Gethsemane Pilgrim-
age Centre is located in the midst of 
12 acres or more of secondary for-
ests. Pilgrims travel there to pray the 
Stations of the Cross or to visit the 
Rosary Garden and Divine Mercy 
Chapel.

The pilgrimage centre, which was 
officially opened on May 26, 2019, 
was built by St Jude’s parishion-
ers from 46 outstations in Bunan-
Tebedu. It has since attracted some 
20,000 Catholic pilgrims from all 
over Sarawak.

The construction of Bethany 
Home started in the middle of Febru-
ary 2020. It is a hostel to accommo-
date visitors attending renewal pro-
grammes, seminars, recollections, 
retreats, or special group activities, 
and can house up to 160-180 people.

The rooms at Bethany Home have 
150 bed frames and are furnished 
with mattresses and pillows.

Bethany Home has single rooms, 
family rooms and dormitories and is 
equipped with facilities that include 
an auditorium, library, kitchen, din-
ing hall and a laundry zone.

At a ceremony to bless the newly 
built hostel at the St Claret Audito-
rium, Kuching Archbishop Simon 
Poh told the small group of commu-
nity leaders, sponsors and benefac-
tors that Bethany Home is more than 
just a building.

He said the project is “a blessing 
for the community, for their labour 
of love for the community and for 
the glory of God.” Archbishop Poh 
thanked everyone who had contrib-
uted in one way or another towards 

the building of the retreat house.
Bethany Home is also an avenue 

for a pilot community resilience 
project. It aims to cultivate the land 
for community sustenance through 
transfer of skill and technology, 
which can become a lifeline for fu-
ture generations.

Based on the Christian doctrine to 
give back to God through the 3Ts…
Time, Talent and Treasure, Arch-
bishop Poh called on the community 
to “build the kingdom of God here 
in this parish.”

Currently there are two fishponds 
and the Archbishop released some 
fish into one of them after the bless-
ing ceremony. There will be culti-
vation of herbs, ginger, pineapples, 
coconut trees, horticulture and other 
agricultural products when the pro-
ject to farm the land gets underway.

Archbishop Emeritus John Ha 
gave a brief history of how the Clar-
etian priests from India ended up in 
Bunan to run the mission. He gave 
glory to the Lord, saying the success 
of St Jude’s Parish under the rector-
ship of Fr Berkmans Rayar is testi-
mony that “God was at work.”

In his closing speech, Fr Berk-
mans Rayar thanked Archbishop 
Simon Poh, Archbishop Emeritus 
John Ha, guests, sponsors, benefac-
tors, parish councillors and commu-
nity leaders for their presence. He 
apologised to St Jude’s parishioners 
for limiting the number of people 
at the blessing of Bethany Home 
because of compliance to the SOP 
for COVID-19. — By Ivy Chai,          
Today’s Catholic

Gethsemane Pilgrimage 
Centre builds Retreat house

Archbishop Simon Poh signing the Bethany Home Commemorative Plaque.
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Coming together to help the needy

CHERAS: The “reach out” mis-
sion organised by the Church of St 
Francis of Assisi (SFA) has man-
aged to successfully deliver provi-
sions to a total of 2, 268 families 
and individuals to date. 

Led by parish priest Fr Andrew 
Manickam OFM Cap, the parish 
has been successfully running the 
campaign for eight consecutive 
years. 

Last year, it took off on March 
25, 2020 and has been ongoing 
since then. The parish just com-
pleted another mission on January 
12, 2020. 

A total of RM33,306 was col-
lected from parishioners and well-
wishers in the nearly nine months 
of the campaign. A large part of 
the donations also came in the 
form of provisions. 

 “The first thought was to find 
a way to help out those who have 
been hardest hit by the COVID-19 

pandemic”, said Fr Andrew who 
initiated the fundraising cam-
paign when the MCO was first an-
nounced in March 2020. 

Though the pandemic affects 
far more people than just those 
who contract COVID-19, it drove 
many to generously contribute to-

wards the mission for the needy 
and the refugees. 

Apart from the masks and 
gloves distributed to the front-
liners, essential food items such 
as rice, eggs, sugar, oil, biscuits, 
rice noodles and other provisions 
were delivered to local communi-

ties, the Pakistani community, the 
Myanmar community and refu-
gees, the Indonesian community, 
the Cambodian community, and 
the Pusat Jagaan Kajang to name 
a few.  

‘SFA Cares…so that no one 
goes hungry’, is a mission that 

has also brought joy to many, 
especially those who celebrated 
Deepavali through its ‘Festival of 
Lights Mission’ where provisions 
were delivered to local families in 
Kuala Selangor, Ladang Kerling, 
Ladang Sg Jernih and Cheras in 
November 2020. 

The SFA team also distributed 
Christmas presents to about 70 
children in December 2020.

This year, Fr Andrew said, the 
parish has started another mission 
within this campaign, ‘Mission At 
Home,’ which aims to reach out to 
local families who are struggling 
to meet the daily food provision. 

The parish continues to seek 
donations in cash or essential 
food items such as rice, canned 
food, flour, biscuits, cooking oil, 
eggs, to continue their mission in 
these uncertain times, to reach out 
to those in need. — By Melissa           
Fernando

KUALA LUMPUR: The Archdi-
ocesan Office for Human Devel-
opment (AOHD), Archdiocesan 
Orang Asli Apostolate (AOAA) and 
the Parish Integral Human Devel-
opment Ministries (PIHDM) of St 
Joseph’s Church, Sentul, as well as 
the PIHDM from various parishes in 
the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur, 
would like to express our gratitude 
to all parishioners and individuals 
for their solidarity with flood-affect-
ed families, particularly in the state 
of Pahang.

Despite the spike in numbers of 
COVID-19 infections in the Klang 
Valley, volunteers came from the 
neighbouring parishes (Kuala Lum-
pur and Petaling Jaya) to join hands 
and hearts for the flood relief project 
organised by the AOHD/AOAA. 

St Joseph’s Church was the Op-
erations Centre for collection and 
distribution of items to the flood vic-
tims. Another group of parishioners 
initiated an Operations Centre in 
Kuantan. The AOHD purchased the 
necessary supplies online, and del-
egated this group to distribute the 
items in the East Coast. The project 

has been very effective and efficient, 
as it reached out to many affected 
people and families, especially the 
Orang Asli community.

The project for the flood victims 
began on Jan 8 and was meant to last 
10 days, but had to be cut short to 
only five days due to the Movement 
Control Order (MCO) in certain 
states from 13-26 January 2021. 

Without much delay, volunteers 
spent extra hours to sort out and 
transport the supplies to Pahang 
before the MCO took effect. We 

packed the supplies (groceries, dried 
packaged and canned foods, toi-
letries, mineral water, washed and 
ironed clothes, cleaning supplies 
and other basic necessities) worth 
approximately RM120 each into 
plastic tubs instead of boxes, so that 
the tubs could be reused to store wa-
ter or dry food. 

We managed to send all the items 
by trucks to flood victims in Men-
takab and Kuala Rompin. We had 
a few reliable Orang Asli kampung 
leaders to assist us in distributing the 

goods in Kuala Rompin.
Within a short period of time, 

many kind-hearted people came 
forward to provide the necessary 
assistance to help families that were 
affected by the floods. Our help 
towards these people in remote 
kampungs would have eased their 
burdens in some little way. Since 
the MCO started, we have stopped 
receiving goods for this flood relief 
project. However, we seem to still 
be receiving donations of supplies 
from parishioners within the Arch-

diocese. These items will be stored 
for now, but once the MCO is lifted, 
we will transport them to the affect-
ed areas.

Our heartfelt gratitude and sin-
cere appreciation to all volunteers, 
donors and PIHDMs from various 
parishes in the KL Archdiocese, as 
well as individuals, for coming for-
ward and reaching out to assist these 
flood victims. We appreciate your 
kindness, support, and generosity in 
supporting this worthy cause. — By 
Fr George Packiasamy

SFA continues ‘reach out’ mission: 2, 268 receive food provisions

The team distributing the provisions to the Orang Asli community.

Generous donations of dry food 
items were received from 

parishioners and BECs of the 
Church of the Assumption. Do-
nations were also received from 
SFX food bank, Catholic Wom-
ens League (CWL), RKKI SSVP 
home, individuals/groups of pa-
rishioners from other Petaling 
parishes (Church of St Ignatius, 
Chapel Kristus Aman, St Thomas 
More, Church of the Divine Mer-
cy) and private donors. Some also 
informed they would donate/bank 
in cash into the parish account. 

Among items received were 213 
bags of rice, 708 cans of tinned 
food, 391 packets and 84 tins of 
biscuits, 138 packets of milk pow-
der, 235 tins of condensed milk, 
75 tins of Milo, 105 packets of 
flour, 31 bottles of mineral water 
besides sugar, salt, coffee/tea, mee 

hoon/mee, instant noodles, vari-
ous chocolates/sweets and other 
items.

These were sent to St Joseph’s 
Church, Sentul where they were 

received and packed for transport 
to remote flood-stricken areas in 
Rompin, Pahang. A few Assump-
tion youths went along to help 
pack the supplies. 

In response to the appeal from 
AOHD, KL and with a humble re-

quest by parish priest, Fr Xavier An-
drew, to assist in some ways to lift the 
plight of those affected by the floods, 
the Parish of Visitation organised a 
donation drive from Jan 9 to 15.

Groceries, mineral water, towels, 
blankets, second hand pots and pans 
in good condition and used clothes 
were collected at PIHDM Food Bank 
Centre. 

However, due to the MCO on Jan 
13, the lorry hired by AOHD collect-
ed the donated items on Jan 12. PIH-
DM members and volunteers sorted, 
packed and loaded all the items on to 
the lorry.  

The lorry had earlier loaded up do-
nations from the Church of St Joseph, 
Sentul and St Theresa, Nilai before 
arriving at the Visitation Church,  
Seremban. 

All the items were then delivered to 
Kg Sawak, Kuala Rompin, Pahang. 
Source: https://www.facebook.com/
churchofthevisitationsban

The team from SFA handing out provisions to the affected victims.

Assumption PIHD members sorting out the goods. Visitation Church members loading 
goods into the lorry.

Petaling District Negeri District
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NEW DELHI: Three Indian cardinals have 
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi to ap-
prise him of several Christian concerns and 
to urge him to invite Pope Francis to India.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias of the Latin-
rite Church, Cardinal George Alencherry, 
major archbishop of the Syro-Malabar 
Church, and Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, 
major archbishop of the Syro-Malankara 
Church, met Modi in his office in New 
Delhi on Jan 19.

They requested the PM to invite Pope 
Francis to India, three years after India 
failed to invite the pontiff against Catholic 
leaders’ expectations.

A papal visit “is long overdue. We ex-
pect a decision from the PM soon,” Cardi-
nal Alencherry told the media after meet-
ing Modi.

Pope Francis had expressed interest in 
visiting India and church leaders expected 
him to visit in 2017, four years after his 
election to the papacy.

However, the pontiff cancelled plans for 
an India visit and chose to visit Myanmar 
and Bangladesh instead after Modi’s gov-
ernment, run by the pro-Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), failed to invite him, the 
media reported at the time.

The cardinals who met Modi also sought 
an equitable distribution of social welfare 
funds meant for religious minorities such 
as Muslims and Christians.

Muslims take more than 80 per cent of 

such funds as they form the largest minor-
ity, forming 14 per cent of India’s 1.3 bil-
lion people.

Christians are only 2.3 per cent of the 
population. Still, in states and districts 
where they are numerically higher, such 
as Kerala or Jharkhand, the government 
should allocate funds in proportion to their 
numbers, church leaders say.

The cardinals also discussed the release 
of Fr Stan Swamy, the 83-year-old Jesuit 
human rights activist detained on Oct 8 
accused of links to Maoist groups. He re-

mains in jail after being denied bail several 
times.

Before his arrest, the aged priest ex-
plained that he was arrested for standing 
up for the poor’s rights like many other 
activists who have “expressed dissent or 
raised questions about the ruling powers 
of India.”

Cardinal Alencherry said politics was 
not part of the cardinals’ talks with the 
prime minister, who appreciated Chris-
tians’ contribution to education, social 
work and healthcare. — ucanews.com

Cardinals urge Modi to 
invite Pope Francis to India TEHRAN: Iran, which has one of the biggest 

missile programmes in the Middle East, is ex-
panding its arsenal.

Missiles were fired during an exercise in the 
country’s central desert region and follow the 
testing of surface-to-surface ballistic missiles 
and new drones.

The chief of the Revolutionary Guards, Major 
General Hossein Salami, said the use of long-
range missiles against enemy warships, aircraft 
carriers and warships was a defence policy goal.

The missiles have a range of 1,800 kilometres 
and can now strike moving targets in the ocean.

Chief of Staff General Mohammad Baqeri in-
sisted that Iran had no offensive intentions, but 
would now be able to “respond to any hostile and 
malicious act in the shortest time.”

“(Using) long-range missiles for maritime 
targets indicates that if the enemies ... show any 
ill will towards our national interests, maritime 
trade routes or territory, they will be targeted and 
destroyed by our missiles,” Bagheri said.

This was Iran’s third major military exercise 
in less than a fortnight. — By Nathan Morley, 
Vatican News

Iran test-fires 
ballistic missiles 
on ocean targets

In this file photo, Cardinal Oswald Gracias (right) meets Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi on March 20, 2018. (UCA News photo)

Iranian IRGC holds missile drill in central Iran  
(ANSA)

SINGAPORE: The Catholic Church and con-
freres are mourning the death of Bro Gregory 
Thomas Lim, a renowned missionary of the 
La Salle Brothers congregation, who spent 
most of his life as an educator in Singapore 
and a host of other Asian countries.

He died in Singapore on Jan 18 aged 96. 
The cause of his death was not revealed. 

He was a La Salle brother for 77 years and, 
up until his death was the eldest La Salle con-
frere in Singapore.

Singapore Archdiocese issued a statement 
on Jan 19 expressing its sadness over Bro 
Lim’s death and requesting the faithful to 
pray for him during Masses and prayers.

His funeral service will be held at the chap-
el at the La Salle-run St Patrick’s School in 
the city state on Jan 21, ahead of his crema-
tion at the Mandai Crematorium.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, only family 
members and La Salle brothers are allowed to 
attend the funeral.

The La Salle Brothers in Singapore said 
they were praying for Bro Lim’s eternal rest.

Brother Lim was born on Feb 3, 1924, in a 
large family with four brothers and four sis-
ters. Three of his sisters also joined religious 
congregations.

He joined the La Salle Brothers at the age 
of 16 and attended St Joseph’s College in 
Penang, Malaysia.

As an educator, he served in various Asian 
countries and territories including Malaysia, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Ja-
pan and Papua New Guinea.

In Singapore, he was a teacher at three re-
nowned La Salle institutions — St Michael’s 
School (1955-60), St Joseph’s Institution 
(1970-71, 1981-90) and St Patrick’s School 
(1981-90).

In an interview in 2019, Bro Lim said he 
had defied challenges in life to remain com-
mitted to his vocation.

“My life as a brother has not been smooth 
sailing. There were days of pain and sor-
row when I was tempted to leave the broth-
erhood,” he told Catholic News. “It was 
through prayer and faith that I persevered in 
my journey.”

The La Salle Brothers is a prominent 
Catholic religious order renowned for their 
education mission across the globe. It was 
founded by French priest John Baptist de 
La Salle in 1680 and has been in Singapore 
since 1852.

In Singapore, La Salle Brothers runs four 
primary schools, two secondary schools and 
two special institutions — the La Salle Col-
lege of the Arts and La Salle Centre, which 
develops, coordinates and provides forma-
tion, training and enrichment programmes. 
— ucanews.com

Prominent La Salle 
educator dies in Singapore

Bro Gregory Thomas Lim



‘For the love of God, send us oxygen,’ 
plead bishops in Brazil’s Amazon

BRAZIL: With the news that dozens 
of people were suffocating to death 
due to a lack of oxygen in hospitals in 
the Amazon city of Manaus, Catholic 
bishops made a plea for the supply of 
an essential element for survival.

“We, bishops of Amazonas and 
Roraima, make an appeal: For the 
love of God, send us oxygen,” Arch-
bishop Leonardo Steiner of Manaus 
said in a video released Jan 15.

“Provide oxygen. People cannot 
continue to die for lack of oxygen 
and for lack of beds in the ICUs,” 
said the visibly shaken archbishop.

The archbishop said that during 
the first wave of COVID-19 in the 
Amazon region, people died due to a 
lack of information and lack of beds 
in Intensive Care Units. Now, during 
this second wave, people are dying 
not only because of overcrowded 
hospitals but from a shortage of oxy-
gen.

The situation in Manaus made 
headlines as family members of 
those in hospitals with COVID-19 
and other ailments were shown try-
ing desperately to purchase oxygen 
cylinders to save their loved ones.

As of Jan. 15, more than 60 pre-

mature infants were said to be in 
danger of dying for lack of oxygen. 
Oxygen tanks provided by the fed-
eral government were expected to 
last only days.

During the weekend of Jan 16-17, 
hundreds of patients were airlifted to 

other states for treatment as oxygen 
supplies continued to diminish.

The plea, made by Archbishop 
Steiner who was secretary-general 
of the Brazilian Bishops’ Confer-
ence between 2011 and 2019, was 
followed by appeals and promises of 
help from other Brazilian bishops.

Bishop Walmor Oliveira de 
Azevedo, president of the Bishops’ 
Conference, asked business leaders, 
entrepreneurs and politicians to offer 
assistance.

“In view of the very serious situa-
tion in the city of Manaus, it is urgent 
to call upon Christians and all sensi-
tive people faced with the suffering 
of others; it is time to help,” he said.

Retired Bishop Erwin Kräutler, 
president of the Brazilian branch of 
the Pan-Amazonian Church Net-
work, also expressed support for the 
bishops’ calls for help and asked lo-
cal and federal governments to pro-

vide oxygen cylinders for hospitals 
in Manaus and the Amazon.

“We are seeing our sisters and 
brothers die of suffocation; a terrible 
death,” said the bishop, known for 
his work with the indigenous popu-
lation of the Amazon.

“It is not possible for Brazil to 
forget the peoples of the Amazon at 
such a cruel time and to close our 
ears to the clamour of people who 
are dying; and (to) their families 
and health professionals, who can-
not care for patients due to lack of 
oxygen and have to look passively 
as patients die, suffocated by lack of 
oxygen, in terrible conditions,” said 
Bishop Kräutler.

“For the love of God and of Our 
Lady: Manaus, the Amazon, are 
(part of) Brazil. Please wake up, for 
the people who live here want to sur-
vive this pandemic,” he said. — By 
Lise Alves, CNS

Funeral service workers, wearing protective clothing, prepare to remove the 
body of Adamor Mendonca, 75, from his home in Manaus, Brazil, Jan 16, 
2021. (CNS/Reuters/Bruno Kelly)

Vatican begins vaccinating residents of its homeless shelters
VATICAN: As the Vatican health 
service continued vaccinating Vati-
can residents and employees against 
COVID-19, it also began offering 
the vaccine to homeless people who 
live in Vatican-owned shelters.

The first 25 shelter residents were 
vaccinated Jan 20, the Vatican said, 
and more will be given the vaccine 
in the coming days.

Members of the first group to re-
ceive the shots were men and wom-
en over the age of 60, most of whom 
have serious health problems. They 
live at the Vatican’s newest shelter, 
the Palazzo Migliori, which is staffed 
by members of the Community of 
Sant’Egidio, and in the separate shel-
ters for women and for men run by 

the Missionaries of Charity.
While most are Italian, the group 

also included people from Geor-
gia and Romania. Some staff of the 
shelters also were vaccinated Jan 20, 
along with Vatican employees who 
had appointments at the same time 
in the atrium of the Vatican audience 
hall.

Vatican photos showed the group 
accompanied by Cardinal Konrad 
Krajewski, the papal almoner, who 
himself had contracted the coronavi-
rus and was released from the hospi-
tal Jan 4 after 10 days of treatment 
for pneumonia.

“We thank the Pope for the gift 
he’s given us,” said Mario, a resi-
dent of the Palazzo Migliori. “It went 

great; now I have added security.”
Carlo Santoro, a member of the 

Sant’Egidio Community who helps 
at the shelter, said that many of the 
residents were afraid of the vaccine 
and of needles, but they also know 
there have been cases of COVID-19 
in the shelters.

Healthcare workers explained the 
effects and long-term benefits of the 
vaccine, Santoro said. “Even if the 
importance of this gesture was not 
immediately clear to all of them,” he 
said, “it will be a liberation for them 
because the only hope for getting out 
of this pandemic is to be vaccinated.”

The Vatican began offering the 
Pfizer vaccine to its residents and 
employees Jan 13. Both Pope Fran-

cis and retired Pope Benedict XVI 
have received the first of the two-
dose vaccine.

The director of the Vatican health 
service, Dr Andrea Arcangeli, had 
said in December that the Vatican 

had secured promises for enough 
doses to cover the employees, resi-
dents and pensioners who requested 
it. He did not, however, say exactly 
how many doses the Vatican pur-
chased. — By Cindy Wooden, CNS

Korean Catholics unfazed by COVID-19 
income loss
SEOUL: Catholic clergy, religious 
and laypeople in South Korean par-
ishes have maintained pastoral ser-
vices despite a significant income loss 
and low church attendances during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The findings were shown in a report 
based on studies in eight parishes in 
Uijeongbu Diocese, about 20 kilome-
tres north of the capital, Seoul.

The report covered Jingeon, Jeji-
dong, Singok-dong, Dongducheon, 
Wondang, Jeongbalsan, Tanhyeon-
dong and Unjeong parishes.

Eight representatives from each 
parish were involved in the study, 
which was prepared by the research 
subcommittee of Uijeongbu Dio-
cese’s COVID-19 committee.

The report summarised that parish-
es were at the forefront of carrying out 
services and supporting needy people 
during the pandemic despite challeng-
ing situations.

The parishes saw a drastic drop in 
income of up to 37 per cent in 2020 
from the previous year. Mass attend-
ances also declined significantly by 
up to by 50 per cent, the report stated.

It also found that parish income de-
creased less than expected thanks to 
generous donations and the support 
of local faithful. However, it noted 
that without any change in the COV-
ID-19 situation in 2021, there will be 
a further reduction in parish income as 
mobilisation of additional resources 
would be difficult.

The report revealed the negative 
impacts of the pandemic on lay apos-
tolates of parishes, such as suspen-
sion of district and class meetings and 
decreased attendances for Sunday 
schools and parish volunteer pro-
grams.

“As a result, non-face-to-face pas-

toral services through revitalization 
of digital media such as YouTube, 
pastoral letters and contactless visits 
became prominent,” said Kim Yong-
moo, president of Uijeongbu Parish 
Council.

Vulnerable people such as preg-
nant women received support from 
volunteer groups which effectively 
responded to urgent needs, he noted.

“Each parish had believers who 
risked infection and gave their time 
and resources generously — little he-
roes which led the way with examples 
of responding to the crisis. It showed 
the bright face of the Korean Church,” 
Kim added. — ucanews.com 
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Misereor raises alarm: 13 per cent 
of the world’s population secures 
half of COVID-19 vaccines
VATICAN: In the spirit of Pope 
Francis’ most recent encyclical, 
Fratelli Tutti, it is now more nec-
essary than ever to show solidar-
ity. Pirmin Spiegel, the Director 
General of Misereor (the German 
Catholic Bishops’ Organisation 
for Development Cooperation), 
notes that there are studies show-
ing that 13 per cent of the world’s 
population has secured about half 
of the COVID vaccines. This 
figure, he explained, is one that 
is causing experts to worry that 
achieving universal vaccination 
could take years unless wealthy 
nations are willing to invest more 
in it.

“Let’s not kid ourselves,” 
Spiegel warns, “the world will 
only be able to deal with the 
COVID-19 crisis if we fight it 
everywhere, not just at home.” 
He also refers to statements by 
Tilman Rüppel of the Medical 
Missionary Institute in Würz-
burg, with which Misereor works 

closely. Rüppel warns against a 
“vaccination nationalism” that 
focuses only on the pandemic in 
one’s own country and fails to 
recognise its global implications.

It is now a matter of bring-
ing the virus under control in all 
countries around the world as 
quickly as possible, the expert 
says. If this succeeds only in in-
dividual regions, the Coronavirus 
has time to mutate, i.e., change 
genetically, and could become 
even harder to fight.

“And here you see, and it be-
comes very clear, that inequality 
in our world is also mapped in the 
issue of access to vaccines. That’s 
why vaccines are a global public 
good. Therefore, there must be 
quotas for the entire world popu-
lation, to distribute them propor-
tionately to the respective popu-
lations and to take into account 
levels of risk and vulnerability.” 
— By Mario Galgano, Vatican 
News

A Catholic priest administers the baptism of a child in South Korea in 2020. 
(UCA News photo/Catholic Times)

Homeless people receive the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine in the atrium 
of the Paul VI hall at the Vatican, Jan 20, 2021. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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WASHINGTON: Hours before his 
inauguration as president, Joe Biden 
and incoming Vice President Kama-
la Harris were joined by the spouses 
and congressional leaders from both 
political parties for what was termed 
a Mass of thanksgiving early Jan 20 
at St Matthew Cathedral in Wash-
ington.

Among those invited to the Mass 
were House Majority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-California, a Catholic, 
House Minority Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy, R-California, new Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-New York, and Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ken-
tucky.

Sen Amy Klobuchar, D-Minneso-
ta, tweeted, “Such an honour to be 
able to attend the inaugural church 
service this morning at the Cathe-
dral of Saint Matthew. It is aptly 
called the ‘Mass of Thanksgiving.’”

In a Jan 20 interview on CNN, 

incoming White House press sec-
retary Jen Psaki said Biden under-
stood that he was “about to take the 
oath of office to govern not just for 
the people who elected him, but the 
people who didn’t vote for him — 
the people who have opposed him 
and may continue to oppose him 
now.”

It was important to Biden, she 
said, that a bipartisan group of con-
gressional leaders join him as “the 
beginning of a path forward” to na-
tional healing and political unity at 
the outset of his term.

“His belief is that as a leader, you 
have to extend a hand. You have to 
lead by example,” Psaki said. “And 
it felt important to him personally to 
have members of both parties with 
him this morning, and to use that as 
an example to the American public 
about ways that we can all come 
together. And he’s hopeful it will be 
the beginning of a path forward.”

Jesuit Fr Kevin O’Brien, president 
of Jesuit-run Santa Clara University 
in California, was the celebrant.

In a tweet posted Jan 20, Fr 
O’Brien said: “My friends of ≈15 
years, @JoeBiden and @DrBiden 
asked me to celebrate Mass for their 
family and friends at inauguration. 
I will offer the peace and support 
of prayer as the new administration 
tries to heal a divided nation. May 
God bless all public officials as they 
serve the common good.”

The Mass was considered private, 
and reporters were not permitted to 
cover it.

The cathedral posted a prayer 
from Archbishop John Carroll on 
its Facebook page the morning of 
Inauguration Day, prefacing it with 
its own message: “Thanking God 
for the morning’s sunshine on this 
Inauguration Day, let us unite in 
prayer for our nation.” — By Mark                     
Pattison, CNS

Leaders of  both parties join Biden, 
Harris for Mass of  thanksgiving

WASHINGTON: The President-
Elect Joe Biden began the day of his 
Inauguration with Mass at the Ca-
thedral of St Matthew the Apostle. 
He was accompanied by his wife 
Dr Jill Biden, Vice President-Elect 
Kamala Harris and four Congres-
sional leaders from both parties: 
the Democrats Nancy Pelosi and 
Chuck Schumer, and the Republi-
cans Mitch McConnell and Kevin 
McCarthy.

The celebrant was Jesuit Fr 
Kevin O’Brien, president of Santa 
Clara University, who gave the fol-
lowing homily:

Sixty years ago, John F Kennedy, 
the first Catholic to become Presi-
dent of the United States, attended 
Mass on the morning of his inaugu-
ration, across town at Holy Trinity 
Church in Georgetown. Today, our 
President-elect and Dr Biden have 
gathered family and friends to be-
gin this inauguration day of anoth-
er Catholic president in the same 
spirit of prayer and thanksgiving. 
As you have done so often in your 

public and private life and during 
the campaign, Joe and Jill, you 
ground this day in your faith and in 
the familiar readings and prayers 
of these sacred rituals.

Along with our Vice President-
elect and her family, you come with 
humility and hope, asking God's 
blessing and protection, God's en-
couragement and strength as you 
serve our country. Our Lord de-
lights in this holy desire to do good 
and responds with both a promise 
and a noble commission.

First, the noble commission.
The Gospel reading comes from 

St Luke (chap. 4, verses 14-21), 
which is like Jesus' inaugural ad-
dress. At the beginning of his min-
istry, Jesus goes home to Nazareth, 
visits the synagogue, and reaches 
deep within his Jewish tradition to 
tell his neighbours what his public 
life is about. Invoking the prophet 
Isaiah, which we heard in the first 
reading (chap. 58, verses 6-11), he 
promises to care for the poor, free 
the oppressed, and relieve people of 

their burdens.
I am sure that today’s inaugural 

address will be a bit longer than Je-
sus’ brief reading from the Jewish 
scriptures! But knowing the Bidens, 
I am confident that the substance 
of today’s inaugural address will 
echo Jesus’ message because your 
public service is animated by the 
same conviction to help and protect 
people and to advance justice and 
reconciliation, especially for those 
who are too often looked over and 
left behind, the people whose voic-
es you raised in the campaign and 
throughout your public life.

This is your noble commission. 
This is the divine summons for all of 
us, no matter our faith background 
or walk of life.

As you live out this mission as 
servant leaders, I also remind you 
of the Lord’s promise, so beautifully 
proclaimed in the second reading 
from Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
(chap. 4, verses 4-9): “The Lord is 
near. Have no anxiety at all, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, make your re-
quests known to God. …. Then the 
God of peace will be with you.”

We have much to look forward 
to as a country because of your 
and Kamala Harris’ leadership. 
Every day, you will strive to heal 
our nation’s wounds and reconcile 
differences and bring us together. 
You know too well the challenges 
ahead and the cost of service. My 
deepest prayer for you today, as a 
priest, citizen and friend, is that you 
always remember that the Lord is 
near and no matter the sound and 
fury around you, that God wants 
to give you peace, a deep-seated 
peace that will sustain you.

Let all of us hear the good news 
today: The Lord is near, so no need 
to worry or to be afraid. One of the 
surest signs of God's nearness to 
us are the people whom God sends 
our way. Joe and Jill, all the people 
whom you have gathered here in 
this cathedral — and so many more 
— love and support you, and will be 
with you as this new adventure in 

your life of service begins. Among 
this great assembly of family and 
friends are those close to you in the 
communion of saints in heaven, in-
cluding your parents and your dear 
Beau. In the love of God that binds 
heaven and earth, they are with you 
today.

We can only imagine the prayers 
that Kennedy offered at Holy Trin-
ity Church, six decades ago. Like 
theirs, our prayers today rise up to 
the God who promises to be with us 
and who gives us a noble commis-
sion to make this world a more just 
and gentle place.

When we embrace both our no-
ble commission and divine promise, 
something remarkable happens. In 
the words of the prophet Isaiah 
which we heard: “the light shall 
break forth like the dawn.” After too 
much darkness, the dawn breaks to-
day, this inaugural day. Let us meet 
the dawn together, brothers and sis-
ters, emboldened by our faith and 
civic conviction, full of promise and 
hope. — ICN

Biden begins Inauguration Day with Mass

President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden, attend Mass at the 
Cathedral of St Matthew the Apostle in Washington Jan 20, 2021, before his 
presidential inauguration. (CNS photo/Tom Brenner, Reuters)

WASHINGTON: The inaugura-
tion ceremony of President Joe 
Biden started with an invocation 
prayer delivered by Catholic priest 
Leo J. O’Donovan, Jesuit, a former 
Georgetown University President.

Here is the full text of this invoca-
tion prayer:

Gracious and merciful God, at this 
sacred time we come before you in 
need — indeed on our knees. But we 
come still more with hope, and with 
our eyes raised anew to the vision of 
a “more perfect union” in our land, 
a union of all our citizens to “pro-
mote the general welfare and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity.” We are a people 
of many races, creeds and colours, 
national backgrounds, cultures and 
styles — now far more numer-

ous and on land much vaster than 
when Archbishop John Carol wrote 
his prayer for the inauguration of 

George Washington 232 years ago. 
Archbishop Carol prayed that you, 
O creator of all, would “assist with 
your Holy Spirit of counsel and for-
titude the President of these United 
States, that his administration may 
be conducted in righteousness, and 
be eminently useful to your people.” 
Today, we confess our past failures to 
live according to our vision of equal-
ity, inclusion and freedom for all. Yet 
we resolutely commit still now to re-
newing the vision, to caring for one 
another in word and deed, especially 
the least fortunate among us, and so 
becoming light for the world. There 
is a power in each and every one 
of us that lives by turning to every 
other one of us, a thrust of the spirit 
to cherish and care and stand by 
others, and above all those most in 

need. It is called love, and its path is 
to give ever more of itself. Today, it 
is called American patriotism, born 
not of power and privilege but of 
care for the common good — “with 
malice toward none and with char-
ity for all.” For our new president, 
we beg of you the wisdom Solomon 
sought when he knelt before you and 
prayed for “an understanding heart 
so that I can govern your people and 
know the difference between right 
and wrong.” We trust in the counsel 
of the Letter of James: “If any of you 
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to 
you.” Pope Francis has reminded 
us “how important it is to dream 
together... By ourselves,” he wrote 
“we risk seeing mirages, things that 

are not there. Dreams, on the other 
hand, are built together.” Be with us, 
Holy Mystery of Love, as we dream 
together, to reconcile the people of 
our land, restore our dream, and in-
vest it with peace and justice and the 
joy that is the overflow of love. To the 
glory of your name forever. Amen.

Who is Fr Leo J. O’Donovan?
Fr O’Donovan is a Catholic priest, 
known as a friend of the Biden fam-
ily. He was the main celebrant at the 
funeral Mass for Joe Biden’s son 
Beau who died in 2015 after battling 
cancer. He was 46 years old. Beau 
was the eldest son of Joe Biden and 
his first wife Neilia Hunter Biden, 
who also passed away in a car crash 
in 1972 with their infant daughter 
Naomi Biden. — CNA

Fr Leo J. O’Donovan Inauguration Day invocation prayer at the US Capitol

Fr Leo O’Donovan delivers the 
invocation during the presidential 
inauguration on Jan 20, 2021. (America/
Patrick Semansky via AP photo)
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 Joe Biden’s Catholic Cabinet
WASHINGTON: Personnel is policy is 
an old Washington adage, and if it re-
mains true, then Catholics fretting about 
how the Biden administration might treat 
the Church may be misguided. More 
than one-third of Joe Biden’s incoming 
Cabinet are his fellow Catholics. 

“There never has been a more Catho-
lic administration in US history,” Steven 
Millies, director of the Bernardin Centre 
at Catholic Theological Union in Chi-
cago, tweeted when Biden first began an-
nouncing Cabinet positions in December.

As Biden is set to become the second 
Catholic president in American history, 
he will be joined by more coreligionists 
than any other faith group in his Cabinet. 
While Biden has been adamant that he 
doesn’t proselytize, he has also insisted 
that people of faith will be taken seri-
ously by his administration.

And, by the look of his Cabinet com-
position, it’s now clear they will also be 
very much a part of that administration, 
too.

Steven Millies, director of the Bernardin 
Centre at Catholic Theological Union in 

Chicago said that an X-ray of Biden’s Catho-
lic Cabinet picks should not simply be about 
“delivering political wins and ticking a list of 
how many Catholics we have in the Cabinet.” 
He is eager to see how their “Catholicity” 
shapes their “approach to everything in their 
lives, more than just what they do on Sunday.”

Historically, Catholics have landed in Cabi-
net posts at the Department of Labour and the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, reflecting “the kind of immigrant path 
through the cities and urban politics” that is 
common for many Catholics in the US, Mil-
lies observed. “These were natural ways for 
Catholics to find their way into Cabinet posts.”

More recently, there have been several 
Catholic attorneys general, which Millies said 
could be traced to the rise of the culture wars 
that have dominated much of the country’s 
political debates. Catholic law schools and 
organisations have helped to “feed” Catholic 
lawyers into the highest ranks of the judiciary 

and also produced several Catholic attorneys 
general.

One challenge, Millies predicted, is that for 
the most part “Catholic Republicans look like 
Republicans and Catholic Democrats look 
like Democrats.” He noted that neither party 
captures the fullness of Catholic social teach-
ing and that most Catholics approach politi-
cal life “through a lens that is at least partially 
influenced by the secular world and partisan 
preferences.”

This is perhaps no more evident than with 

the issue of abortion, a perennial flashpoint 
for Catholic Democrats that often invokes the 
ire of church leaders and has already created 
tensions between some US bishops and their 
approach to the Biden administration.

Just because there is a large number of 
Catholics in Biden’s Cabinet, Millies said, it 
doesn’t mean they will or should “throw their 
weight around like an interest group.” Rather, 
he hopes they will draw on their faith to shape 
their policies for the sake of the common 
good.  — By Christopher White, NCR

VATICAN: In a message of “cordial good 
wishes” to President Joseph R. Biden Jr after his 
installation as the 46th president of the United 
States, Pope Francis assured him of his prayers 
“that Almighty God will grant you wisdom and 
strength in the exercise of your high office.”

He told the president that he prayed that “un-
der your leadership, may the American people 
continue to draw strength from the lofty po-
litical, ethical and religious values that have in-
spired the nation since its founding.”

“At a time when the grave crises facing our 
human family call for farsighted and united 
responses,” the Pope wrote, “I pray that your 
decisions will be guided by a concern for build-
ing a society marked by authentic justice and 
freedom, together with unfailing respect for the 

rights and dignity of every person, especially 
the poor, the vulnerable and those who have no 
voice.”

Furthermore, the Pope said, “I ask God, the 
source of all wisdom and truth, to guide your 
efforts to foster understanding, reconciliation 
and peace within the United States and among 
the nations of the world in order to advance the 
universal common good.”

He concluded by invoking God’s blessing 
on the president, his family and “the beloved 
American people.”

The Vatican released the text of the telegram 
at 6.15pm Rome time (noon Eastern time) on 
Jan 20, immediately after the swearing-in of 
Mr. Biden as only the second Catholic presi-
dent in US history and of Kamala Harris, the 

first woman and first person of colour to serve 
as vice president.

Pope Francis’ warm message contrasted with 
the public statement that had been prepared by 
Archbishop José Gomez in the name of the 
US Conference of Catholic Bishops. While 
the bishops’ statement included much the Pope 
would agree with, it nevertheless adopted a 
confrontational tone over the issue of abortion 
especially, as well as contraception, marriage 
and gender. The Vatican only learned of the 
USCCB message hours before it was due to be 
released. A senior Vatican official said that “it 
was reasonable to say” that it had intervened but 
did not confirm or deny the details first reported 
by The Pillar.

There was a negative reaction from Vatican 

officials in Rome to the statement issued by 
Archbishop Gomez in the name of the USCCB. 
“It is most unfortunate and is likely to create 
even greater divisions within the church in the 
United States,” told America.

It is unclear what consultation was conducted 
within the US Church before the statement was 
issued. The Vatican was taken by surprise at the 
statement. It seems that there is no precedent in 
recent memory of the conference issuing such a 
statement on Inauguration Day.

It is normal practice for the pope to send a 
congratulatory note to the new president on the 
date of his inauguration. Pope Francis also sent 
a message of good wishes to President Trump 
on the day of his inauguration. — By Gerard 
O’Connell, America

In addition to the official Cabinet posts, 
Biden has nominated former Secretary 
of State John Kerry to lead his climate 
team and former UN Ambassador Sa-
mantha Power to head USAID, which 
oversees humanitarian aid. Both indi-
viduals are Catholic and outspoken admirers of Francis.

Kerry was instrumental in negotiating the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement in 2015 and specifically praised Fran-
cis’ 2015 environmental encyclical, Laudato Si’, on 
Care for Our Common Home as a “powerful” tool in 
responding to the threat of climate change.

In a recent interview, Power reflected on 
her faith, saying, “The idea that every 
individual is equal in the eyes of God or 
that every person is made in the image of 
God — that’s powerful. It’s an underpinning for basic 
conceptions of human rights, whether civil and political 
rights or social and economic well-being.”

Gov Gina  
Raimondo to lead the De-
partment of Commerce

Former Michigan Gov Jennifer                
Granholm as head of the Depart-
ment of Energy.

Xavier Becerra, California’s attorney 
general and Biden’s pick to head the 

Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, may prove to be the most contro-
versial Catholic among Biden’s Cabinet.

Becerra, who also served as a co-chair 
for Catholics for Biden during the cam-
paign, has come under fire from pro-life 
groups who believe he will eliminate 

c o n s c i e n c e 
p r o t e c t i o n s 
for healthcare 
workers and 
seek to force 
Catholic institu-
tions to pay for 
contraception 

coverage for their employers.
Yet the head of the Catholic Health As-

sociation has said she is eager to work 
with Becerra and sees him as an ally in 

turning many of Pope Francis’ priorities 
into policy, especially when it comes to 
expanding health care coverage, wel-
coming migrants, and protecting the en-
vironment.

“These are all critical issues that Pope 
Francis has come out very strongly on, 
so I’m just delighted to have someone 
who has articulated and someone who 
has a track record on advancing those 
causes,” said Mercy Sr Mary Haddad, 
president of the association.

Like Biden, Boston Mayor 
Marty Walsh, who has 

been tapped to serve as sec-
retary of labour, has a history 
of being a favourite among the 
nuns. Similar to his boss-to-be, he is a regular Mass 
goer who has said that despite differences on Catho-
lic doctrine on a range of issues, he’s still at home in 
the Church and it’s an indelible part of his identity.

“The Mayor has long fought for working fami-
lies, creating jobs and strengthening local commu-
nities,” said Boston Cardinal Sean O’Malley in an 
email. Over the years, the two men have had a dy-
namic working relationship, including feeding the 
homeless together on Christmas Eve and working 
together to protect immigrants.

“He will bring a commitment to his new role 
formed by his own personal experiences and strong 
interest in enacting public policy that improves peo-
ple’s lives,” said O’Malley, adding that Walsh “will 
remain in our prayers daily.”

Denis McDonough, 
who served as the White 
House Chief of Staff from 
2013 to 2017 and has 
been nominated to lead 
the Department of Veter-
an Affairs, has two broth-
ers who are Catholic priests. In an interview 
in July, he recalled watching Biden pray his 
rosary beads during the 2011 special opera-
tion that resulted in killing Osama bin Laden.

McDonough said that seeing Biden with 
his rosary beads on that occasion was not a 
one-off incident.

“The vice president always had his beads or 
his pocket rosary, and I remember seeing him 
praying with that on a lot of different times,” 
he said. “It’s one of the things that strikes me 
about the grounded nature of the vice presi-
dent. He’s never far from prayer, which is a 
sign of an empathetic leader.”

When Gen Lloyd 
Austin, Biden’s 
nominee to head 
the Department 
of Defence, was 
overseeing troops 
in Iraq, one of the 
soldiers under 
his command 
was Biden’s son 
Beau. Austin and Beau Biden would 
attend Mass together each Sunday, of-
ten sitting together. Often described as 
quiet and unassuming, Austin has also 
taken the opportunity to speak about 
his faith to men’s groups and has said 
“my faith has been a strong part of my 
development over the years.”

Who are they?

Hope that they draw on their faith to shape policies

Pope Francis sends greeting to President Biden, contrasting with 
sharper message from head of US bishops

Gen Lloyd Austin,
Dept. of Defence

Xavier Becerra,
Dept. of Health and Human Services

Denis McDonough,
Dept. of Veteran Affairs

Marty Walsh,
Secretary of Labour

Tom Vilsack,
Dept. of Agriculture

Gov Gina 
Raimondo,
Dept. of 
Commerce

Gov Jennifer 
Granholm,
Dept. of 
Energy

Samantha Power, Head of United States 
Agency for International Development

John Kerry, Head Climate team

Along with Austin, Becerra, 
McDonough and Walsh, Biden 
has also named fellow Catho-
lics Tom Vilsack to head the 
Department of Agriculture (a 
post Vilsack previously held 
under President Barack Obama), Rhode Island.
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The United States is still shaken by what happened on 
January 6 during the assault on Capitol Hill, which re-

sulted in the death of five people. It was an unprecedented 
event that dramatically manifested the divisions present in 
American society, which go beyond the political dimension. 
This polarisation has deepened in recent years, and many 
observers say it is not likely to disappear in the short term.

It is, therefore, no coincidence that the theme chosen by 
the new president, Joe Biden, for his swearing-in ceremony 
is America United. This need for national unity is felt across 
the board by Americans, many of whom are aware that only 
united will it be possible to face the pandemic and the seri-
ous economic crises which have ensued.

Pope Francis has always stressed the value of American 
unity inscribed on the nation’s coat of arms: E Pluribus 
Unum. On his Apostolic Journey to the US in 2015, he was 
the first pope to address a joint session of Congress. On that 
occasion, he delivered a speech which — through figures 
such as Abraham Lincoln, Dorothy Day, Thomas Merton 
and Martin Luther King Jr — underscored what makes 
American democracy unique. 

Pope Francis has always encouraged people to reject dis-
ruptive tendencies, and to work with patience and courage 
for reconciliation and unity.

Significantly, in a message sent Jan 18 — Martin Luther 
King Day — the Pope urged Americans to “return” to the 
African-American leader’s dream. The United States needs 
to realise that unfulfilled dream of “harmony and equality.” 
A dream that “always remains relevant” and indeed becomes 
even more urgent in a country where, despite the great eco-
nomic opportunities, there remain injustices and social con-
flicts that have now been exacerbated by the pandemic. 

This is the time to let “us” prevail over “me”, to heal 
wounds and find a renewed unity based on those principles 
that have always sustained American democracy and made 
of it a protagonist on the international scene.

It is precisely the question of national reconciliation which 
will be the most arduous challenge, especially in the first 
phase of the Biden presidency. Some have observed that, 
starting with Vice-President Kamala Harris, never have the 
components of an administration been so multiracial. 

Besides the internal theme of “healing” the American so-
ciety, there is also the external front, on which the interna-
tional spotlight is focused. 

After years often marked by unilateral decisions or bilat-
eral agreements, there are, in fact, great expectations for a 
“return” to multilateralism in foreign policy and a recovery 
of the relationship of trust with international organisations, 
starting with the UN. 

Some steps in this direction have already been announced 
in recent weeks, such as the return of the United States to the 
Paris Climate Agreement. This move converges with Pope 
Francis’ commitment in favour of the custody of our Com-
mon Home expressed in Laudato Si’.

What has happened on Capitol Hill in recent days reminds 
us that democracy and its institutions are precious and 
should not be taken for granted simply because they have 
existed for so long.

This awareness must not just remain as a thought but re-
quires a concrete effort at all levels. It requires a commit-
ment not only from political leaders, but from all the peo-
ple, and their movements, to promote the common good 
and strengthen democracy. This is even more true today, in 
a historical period in which, despite centrifugal forces and 
nationalistic interests, the pandemic has dramatically shown 
that “no one is saved alone”. — By Alessandro Gisotti, 
Vatican News

Time to heal wounds 
in the United States Once, as I reflected on the way the 

kids participate so enthusiasti-
cally in these acts of reviving the 

health and beauty of our planet.
I was struck by a thought: Perhaps 

their innate sense of connection to the 
Earth comes from the fact that children 
are conceived and nurtured for their first 
40 weeks within a purely organic envi-
ronment. I found this to be a lovely idea.

But this idea is challenged by an ar-
ticle in the January 2021 issue of the 
journal Environment International 
which reveals that scientists have, for 
the first time, discovered microplastics 
in human placentas — creating a kind 
of “Plasticenta,” as the title of the article 
puts it. 

The particles were identified as the 
residue of “paints, coatings, adhesives, 
plasters, polymers and cosmetics and 
personal care products.” A total of 12 
particles were found in four placentas, 
out of six donated to Italian scientists.

Apparently, there really is no place 
uninhabited by these tiny polymers: 
They have been found on the peak of 
Mount Everest and in the deepest trench 
of the ocean, and now it appears that our 
children are being formed in wombs in-
fused with inorganic material.

While images of birds and marine an-
imals with stomachs full of plastic have 
become all too common in recent years, 
it is difficult to imagine human children 

surrounded by plastic during their pre-
natal development. The micro-plastics 
found in placentas do not take up the 
same amount of space, of course — mi-
croplastics are defined as being less than 

five millimetres in size, and the dozen 
discovered in the study were each 5 to 
10 micrometres, using a unit of meas-
urement equal to one-millionth of a me-
tre — but they are known to be toxic.

Microplastics are toxic 
to foetal development 

The microplastics discovered in human placentas were much smaller, invisible to the 
naked eye, but they are part of a rapidly worsening pollution crisis. (America photo/
pcess609)

“My oldest daughter — now 7 — was born on Earth Day, and she has 
accepted this as a propitious coincidence. Each year, she organises her 
younger siblings and friends for a celebration of what she calls her “Earth 
Day-Birthday,” which includes some sort of care-for-creation activity such 
as cleaning up the litter cluttering her favourite duck pond. It is always a 
big hit,” writes KATHLEEN BONNETTE.
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It has been clear for many years that 
the overuse of plastic is harmful. 

First, the production of plastic involves 
oil-based chemicals, a leading con-
tributor to humanity’s massive carbon 
footprint, which is a driver of climate 
change. Also, disposed plastic products 
help to destroy ecosystems and to en-
danger animals, killing millions every 
year, according to National Geograph-
ic. Unfortunately, the problem cannot 
be mitigated through recycling alone. 
And nearly 80 per cent of plastic be-
comes plastic waste, even if much of it 
is theoretically recyclable.

Further, the chemicals contained in 
plastics can leach into foods and bever-
ages, causing a range of human health 
problems such as cancer, reproductive 
issues, metabolic disorders, asthma 
and neurodevelopmental conditions. 
The study in Environment Internation-

al also notes that microplastics can “act 
as carriers for other chemicals such as 
environmental pollutants and plastic 
additives, which may be released and 
are known for their harmful effects.”

Though more research is necessary 
to determine the effect of plastics on 
prenatal development, their presence 
in the placenta is a matter of urgent 
concern. Specifically, the Italian re-
searchers worry that microplastics 
“may alter several cellular regulating 
pathways in placenta,” which could in-
terfere with the implantation of the em-
bryo, foetal growth and development, 
maternal-foetal communication and 
more. All these effects could induce 
serious, long-lasting, and potentially 
fatal health and developmental compli-
cations in mothers and their children. 
Indeed, research suggests that adverse 
pregnancy outcomes such as pre-ec-

lampsia and foetal growth restriction 
can be traced to defects in early pla-
cental development.

Despite these harms, the “Plasti-
centa” study notes, “In the last century, 
the global production of plastics has 
reached 320 million tons (Mt) per year, 
and over 40 per cent is used as single-
use packaging, hence producing plas-
tic waste.” This number has increased 
exponentially, National Geographic 
reports: Half of all plastics ever made 
have been produced since 2005 — and 
production is expected to double again 
by 2050. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has not helped matters, as it is project-
ed that more than 1.5 billion single-use 
masks made with polypropylene and 
other plastics will pollute the ocean 
this year alone, breaking down into 
microplastics that will invade our food 
chain and, subsequently, our bodies.

This should be an issue that disturbs 
all of us. But some Americans who 

are resolutely pro-life when it comes to 
issues like abortion are reticent about 
addressing systemic environmental 
problems, including plastic pollution. 
Some go so far as to deride those who 
encourage environmental protection. 
Think, for example, of the “Trump 
Straws” produced as an ironic response 
to “liberal” paper straws and references 
to the “straw police,” as US Rep Devin 
Nunes labelled those seeking to limit 
single-use plastics like bags and straws.

With the discovery of microplastics 
in human placentas, we can no longer 

look at environmental degradation as 
separate from, or tangential to, pro-life 
issues. Any person who values foetal 
life must not only fight against abortion 
but also advocate for environmental 
protection. Members of both major po-
litical parties should be engaged in this 
endeavour.

Pope Francis tells us in Laudato Si’ 
that “we are faced not with two separate 
crises, one environmental and the other 
social, but rather, with one complex 
crisis which is both social and environ-
mental,” and throughout his papacy he 
has been exhorting the faithful to view 
the world with an integral vision. In Let 

Us Dream, he urges us to “practice an 
integral ecology, allowing the principle 
of ecological regeneration to shape the 
decisions we take at every level.”

Though the political divide in the 
United States has made it seem impos-
sible to value unborn life while pro-
moting policies that are eco-friendly, 
Catholics are called to traverse this di-
vide and do both — because the two are 
intrinsically interconnected. If we have 
the courage to do this, the political and 
atmospheric climates will improve, as 
will the health and wellbeing of chil-
dren in utero and across the globe. — 
By Kathleen Bonnette, America

Microplastics in human placentas

Overuse of plastic is harmful
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It is not a coincidence that a promi-
nent US Jesuit, the Rev Leo J. 
O’Donovan, former president of 

Georgetown University, delivered 
the invocation at the inauguration of 
President Joseph R. Biden Jr., the sec-
ond Catholic president in the history 
of the United States. 

In the past few years, particularly 
during the pontificate of Pope Fran-
cis, the Society of Jesus has been the 
most important and visible reserve of 
intellectual and spiritual power for 
global Catholicism.

But it can be seen also as a déjà vu 
moment in American presidential his-
tory. John F. Kennedy, the first Catho-
lic president, received crucial help 
from the most important American 
Jesuit of the 20th century, John Court-
ney Murray, in order to overcome the 
“finger of suspicion” against Catho-
lics in politics — as Kennedy put it 
in his speech to a group of Protestant 
ministers in Houston on Sept 12, 
1960. 

In this historical context, the elec-
tion of Biden owes something to 

Murray, as does the whole Catholic 
Church — in the United States and 
elsewhere.

But Murray and his work are no 
longer as well known or as popular 
among Catholics as they used to be.

Murray has been subject to a polem-
ical traditionalist narrative that sees in 
the tumultuous 1960s — the Second 
Vatican Council included — the be-
ginning of the Church’s adaptation to 
secular liberalism and the end of the 
true Catholic Church. But we should 
also not pretend that the criticisms 
against Murray come exclusively 
from extremist reactionary circles. In 
the last two decades especially, there 
have been other voices, intellectually 
and ecclesially more responsible than 
the traditionalists, that have criticised 
Murray’s public theology.

For some, the Murray still worth 
reading is not the theologian of Vati-
can II on religious liberty, but the 
Murray of the 1940s — on “Christian 
culture,” as Charles Chaput, OFM 
Cap, said in a speech in 2019, when 
he was archbishop of Philadelphia.

What Joe Biden (and all American Catholics) 
owe Jesuit John Courtney Murray

From L-R: John F. Kennedy, Fr John Courtney Murray SJ and President Joseph R. Biden Jr.

At this juncture in American 
political and religious history, 

when the dangers to the public order 
of the conflating of religious ideol-
ogy and ethno-nationalism have be-
come apparent, Murray has some-
thing to say for the Catholic Church 
trying to recover a sense of itself in 
the public square.

In the autumn of 1964, Murray 
was called — after almost a decade 
of silence imposed by the Vatican 
because of his scholarship on the 
relationship between Church and 
State — to advise the Second Vati-
can Council as a peritus on the draft-
ing of what became in December 
1965 the conciliar declaration Dig-
nitatis Humanae (“Declaration on 
Religious Freedom”). The conciliar 
shift from the teachings of Pius IX’s 
Syllabus of Errors (1864) and Leo 
XIII’s Immortale Dei (1885) to the 
teaching of Vatican II in favour of 
religious liberty would not have 

been possible without Murray and 
American Catholicism. 

Murray’s work showed the value 
of an inductive approach to the sta-
tus of the Church in a world of reli-
gious and moral pluralism.

Murray understood the impor-
tance of framing the Catholic recep-
tion of the American Constitution 
and the relations between Church, 
State and Society in terms of peace. 
In his most important book, We 
Hold These Truths (1960), the year 
of Kennedy’s election, Murray stat-
ed that the teaching of the Catholic 
Church on religious liberty is com-
patible with the American model of 
religious liberty, one that holds no 
distinction between true and false, 
good and bad religion: “One may 
not, without moral fault, act against 
these articles of peace,” he wrote. 
The American solution is not an ar-
ticle of faith, but “articles of peace 
in a pluralist society.”

One of Murray’s most important 
contributions that is lost on the de-
fenders of a new integralism is the 
principle of the distinction between 
State and Society, and the convic-
tion that the State is limited in its 
role towards Society. “State is dis-
tinct from Society,” he asserted, and 
“government submits itself to judg-
ment by the truth of society; it is not 
itself a judge of the truth in society.”

In the present moment, Murray’s 
assumption must be revised. Our 
societies have become more plu-
ralistic and more secular, while po-
litical identities have often become 
more strongly linked to religious 
belief. At the same time, Murray’s 
distinction between government and 
society is still key for the survival 
of the Church in a pluralist world. 
Integralism assumes the effective-
ness of a state-sponsored official 
religion on society; but our societies 
are becoming more pluralistic — a 

fact, no matter if one considers this 
situation as optimal, suboptimal or 
catastrophic.

Murray was no naïve relativist. 
In a 1961 essay, What Can Unite 
a Religiously Divided Nation? (re-
published in January 1962 in the 
periodical The Catholic Mind with 
the title The Return to Tribalism), 
Murray talked about the need for 
the Church “to complete itself, not 
ecclesiastically, mind you, but so-
cially, by creating an ambience, an 
environment that could be called a 
Christian society.” 

There is for Murray no denying 
that a political society is normally 
incomplete without some spiritual 
bond of unity: “Secular society must 
have some spiritual substance that 
underlies the order of law, the order 
of public morality and all other or-
ders and processes within society. 
And if there be no such spiritual 
substance to society, then society is 

founded on a vacuum; and society, 
like nature itself, abhors a vacuum 
and cannot tolerate it.” 

Murray called for an American 
culture that respects religious differ-
ences. Those differences “are not to 
be transcended in the name of some 
common secular democratic faith 
and they are not to be reduced to 
some religious common denomina-
tor.”

At the same time, Murray saw, al-
ready in the early 1960s, the threat 
of tribalism — a tribalism created 
by the need to confront Commu-
nism: “The tribe cannot deal with 
the stranger in any other terms or 
by any other means except those 
of force and violence. The ideal of 
the tribe, of course, is the ideal of 
the warrior. The tribe is essentially a 
war-making group.” Murray warned 
that “the real enemy within the gates 
of the city is not the Communist, but 
the idiot.”

Murray called for a culture that respects religious differences

Here there are remarkable ech-
oes of Pope Francis’ concept 

of a “technocratic paradigm” in 
the encyclical Laudato Si’. Murray 
defined “contemporary idiocy” as 
“technological secularism”: “The 
idiot today is the technological sec-
ularist who knows everything. He’s 
the man who knows everything 
about the organization of all the in-
struments and techniques of power 
that are available in the contempo-
rary world and who, at the same 
time, understands nothing about the 
nature of man or about the nature of 
true civilisation.”

In his 1961 essay against tribal-
ism, Murray called the nation to rise 
“above the level of a tribal unity, 
above the unity of the war-making 

group”. How to do this? With the re-
sources of a modern paideia:

If all these resources of reason 
are assembled and employed, they 
will together be able to lift our na-
tion above the level of a tribal unity, 
above the unity of the war-making 
group. They will be able to lift it 
above the level of the sheerly me-
chanical unity, the unity of a sheerly 
technological order, and at the same 
time, they will make no pretence to 
fashion among us a religious unity. 

Their goal will simply be a civil 
unity; their goal, if you want to 
use the other classical expression, 
will simply be the creation of civic 
peace. But they will be able to con-
stitute us in our proper identity as 
a people temporal, existent within 

the liberal tradition of the West, a 
tradition that is at once rational and 
liberal, and liberal because rational. 
This, my friends, is no mean goal.

The relationship between Church 
and State throughout the world to-
day is very different from that of 
the times of Vatican II, but Murray 
has something to say to a Catholic 
community where the focus on the 
issue of culture — often shaped as 
“culture wars” — has not united 
but divided both the nation and the 
Church in ways that often seem be-
yond repair. It may be true that “Fr 
Murray got the story of American 
Catholics wrong,” as Dr Michael 
Baxter stated in America in 2014. 
After all, we have discovered many 
uncomfortable things about our na-

tional and religious identities in the 
last few years. It is also possible that 
the critics of Murray get the current 
Catholic understanding of the rela-
tionship between Church and State 
wrong.

The events of the last few months 
show that American Catholics must 
contribute to rebuilding — even 
within the Catholic Church — an 
ethos and a theology of participation 
in the public square. The culture 
wars emerged from contentious is-
sues of life in the 1970s and 1980s, 
but over time they have also encour-
aged an attack on the very idea that 
the Church can live in a multicultur-
al and multireligious society. 

Calls to Catholics to unite in de-
mocracy do not always find much 

fertile ground now, after years of 
cheap scepticism about the careful 
distinctions required of Catholics in 
a constitutional democracy.

A generation of Catholics has 
been trained to think exclusively in 
terms of “non-negotiable values” — 
a notion that has been intellectually 
and spiritually a disaster, and on oc-
casion a goad to extremism. 

The Catholic Church in the United 
States will begin to heal itself when 
it accepts the need to think in terms 
of healthy secularity — not only in 
the relationship between Church 
and State, but also in the relation-
ship between religious ideology 
and the reality of a world that is and 
will remain plural. — By Massimo  
Faggioli, America

Rise above the level of a tribal unity



Most of us are familiar 
with the story of Zor-
ba the Greek, either 

through Nikos Kazantzakis’ fa-
mous book or through the movie. 
Well, Zorba was not a fictional 
character. He was a real person, 
Alexis Zorba, who had such a 
larger-than-life personality and 
energy that when he died, Ka-
zantzakis found his death very 
difficult to accept, incredulous 
that such energy, verve, and col-
our were mortal.

On learning of Zorba’s death, 
this was Kazantzakis’ reaction: 
“I closed my eyes and felt tears 
rolling slowly, warmly down my 
cheeks. He’s dead, dead, dead. 
Zorba is gone, gone forever. The 
laughter is dead, the song cut off, 
the santir broken, the dance on 
the seaside pebbles has halted, 
the insatiable mouth that ques-
tioned with such incurable thirst 
is filled now with clay. … Such 
souls should not die. Will earth, 
water, fire and chance ever be 
able to fashion a Zorba again? … 
It was as though I believed him 
to be immortal.”

Sometimes it’s hard to believe 
that a certain person can die be-
cause of the life and energy that 
he or she incarnated. We simply 

cannot imagine that life-pulse 
dead, stilled, forever gone from 
this planet. Certain people seem 
exempt from death because we 
cannot imagine such energy, 
colour, generosity and goodness 
dying.  How can such wonderful 
energy just die?

I have felt that many times in 
my life; most recently this past 
week when two former col-
leagues, both specially spirited, 
colourful, witty, and generous 
men, died. Kazantzakis came 
to mind, and his struggle to ac-
cept Zorba’s death, along with 
the way he tried to deal with that 
death. He decided he would try 
to “resurrect” Zorba, bring him 
back to life, by taking his story 
to the world in such a way so as 
to transform his life into a myth, 
a dance and a religion.

Kazantzakis believed this is 
what Mary Magdala did in the 
wake of Jesus’ death, when she 
left his tomb and went back to 
the world. She resurrected Je-
sus by telling his story, creating 
a myth, a dance, and a religion. 
So, in the wake of Zorba’s death, 
Kazantzakis said to himself: “Let 
us give him our blood so that he 
can be brought back to life, let us 
do what we can to make this ex-

traordinary eater, drinker, work-
horse, woman-chaser, and vaga-
bond live a little longer – this 
dancer and warrior, the broadest 
soul, surest body, freest cry I 
ever knew in my life.”

Bless his effort! It made for a 
great story, a gripping myth, but 
it never made for a religion or 
an eternal dance because that’s 
not what Mary Magdala did 
with Jesus. Nonetheless, there’s 
still something to be learned 
here about how to deal with a 
death that seemingly takes some 
oxygen out of the planet. We 
must not let that wonderful en-
ergy disappear, but keep it alive. 

However, as Christians, we do 
this in a different way.

We read the Mary Magdala 
story quite differently. Mary 
went to Jesus’ tomb, found it 
empty, and went away crying; 
but … but, before she got to tell 
anyone any story, she met a res-
urrected Jesus who shared with 
her how his energy, colour, love, 
person would now be found, 
namely, in a radically new mo-
dality, in spirit. That contains the 
secret of how we are to give life 
to our loved ones after they have 
died.

How do we keep our loved 
ones and the wonderful energy 
they brought to the planet alive 
after they have died? First, by 
recognising that their energy 
doesn’t die with their bodies, that 
it doesn’t depart the planet. Their 
energy remains, alive, still with 
us, but now inside us, through 
the spirit they leave behind (just 
as Jesus left his spirit behind). 
Further still, their energy infuses 
us whenever we enter into their 
“Galilee”, namely, those places 
where their spirits thrived and 
breathed out generative oxygen.

What’s meant by that? What’s 
someone’s “Galilee”? A person’s 
“Galilee” is that special energy, 

that special oxygen, which he or 
she breathes out. For Zorba, it 
was his fearlessness and zest for 
life; for my dad, it was his moral 
stubbornness; for my mom, it 
was her generosity. In that en-
ergy, they breathed out some-
thing of God. Whenever we go 
to those places where their spir-
its breathed out God’s life, we 
breathe in again their oxygen, 
their dance, their life.

Like all of you, I have some-
times been stunned, saddened, 
and incredulous at the death of 
a certain person. How could that 
special energy just die? Some-
times that special energy was 
manifest in physical beauty, hu-
man grace, fearlessness, zest, 
colour, moral steadiness, com-
passion, graciousness, warmth, 
wit, or humour. It can be hard to 
accept that beauty and live-giv-
ing oxygen can seemingly leave 
the planet.

In the end, nothing is lost. 
Sometime, in God’s time, at 
the right time, the stone will 
roll back and like Mary Mag-
dala walking away from the 
grave, we will know that we can 
breathe in that wonderful energy 
again in “Galilee”. — By Fr Ron 
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Grieving Death
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Dear brothers and sisters, good 
morning!

In this catechesis, we will reflect 
on the prayer for Christian unity. In 
fact, the week of January 18 to 25 
is dedicated specifically to this — 
to ask God for the gift of unity to 
overcome the scandal of division 
between believers in Jesus. After 
the Last Supper, He prayed for His 
own, “that they may all be one” 
(Jn 17:21). This was His prayer 
before the Passion, we could call 
it His spiritual testament. Let us 
note, however, that the Lord did 
not command that His disciples be 
united. No, He prayed. He prayed 
to the Father for us, so that we 
might be one. This means that we 
are not able to achieve unity with 
our own strength. Above all, unity 
is a gift, it is a grace to be request-
ed through prayer.

Each one of us needs it. In fact, 
we know that we are not capable 
of preserving unity even within 
ourselves. Even the apostle Paul 
felt a painful conflict within him-
self: wanting the good but inclined 
toward evil (see Rm7:19). He thus 
grasped the root of so many divi-
sions that surround us — between 
people, in families, in society, be-
tween nations and even between 
believers — and inside us. The 
Second Vatican Council stated, 
“the imbalances under which the 
world labours are linked with that 
more basic imbalance which is 
rooted in the heart of man. For in 
man himself many elements wres-
tle with one another. […] Hence 
he suffers from internal divisions, 
and from these flow so many and 

such great discords in society” 
(Gaudium et spes, 10). Therefore, 
the solution to these divisions is 
not to oppose someone, because 
discord generates more discord. 
The true remedy begins by ask-
ing God for peace, reconciliation, 
unity.

And this is valid, first of all, for 
Christians. Unity can be achieved 
only as a fruit of prayer. Diplomat-
ic efforts and academic dialogue 
are not enough. These things are 
done, but they are not enough. Je-
sus knew this and opened the way 
for us by praying. Our prayer for 
unity is thus a humble but trusting 
participation in the Lord’s prayer, 
who promised that any prayer 
said in His name would be heard 
by the Father (see Jn15:7). At this 
point, we can ask ourselves: “Do 
I pray for unity?” It is Jesus’ will 
but, if we inspect the intentions for 
which we pray, we would probably 
realize that we have prayed little, 
perhaps never, for Christian unity. 
And yet, the world’s faith depends 
on it; in fact, the Lord asked that 
we be one “so that the world might 
believe” (Jn 17:21). The world 
will not believe because we will 
have convinced it with good argu-
ments, but if we will have borne 
witness to that love that unites us 
and draws us near, yes: it will be-
lieve.

During this time of serious hard-

ship, this prayer is even more nec-
essary so that unity might prevail 
over conflicts. It is urgent that we 
set aside preferences to promote 
the common good, and so our 
good example is fundamental: it 
is essential that Christians pursue 
the path toward full visible unity. 
In the last decades, thanks be to 
God, there have been many steps 
forward, but we still need to perse-
vere in love and in prayer, without 
lacking trust or tiring. It is the path 
that the Holy Spirit gave rise to in 
the Church, in Christians and in 
us, from which there is no turning 
back. Ever onward.

To pray means to fight for unity. 
Yes, fight, because our enemy, the 
devil, is the one who divides, as 
the word itself says. Jesus asks the 
Holy Spirit for unity, to create uni-
ty. The devil always divides. He 
always divides because it is con-
venient for him to divide. He fos-
ters division everywhere and — in 

any way, while the Holy Spirit 
always joins in unity. In general, 
the devil does not tempt us with 
high theology, but with the weak-
nesses of our brothers and sisters. 
He is astute: he magnifies others’ 
mistakes and defects, — sows 
discord, provokes criticism and 
creates factions. God has another 
way: He takes us as we are, He 
loves us so much; He takes those 
of us who are different, He takes 
sinners, and He always nudges 
us towards unity. We can evalu-
ate ourselves and ask ourselves 
if, in the places in which we live, 
we nurture conflict or fight for an 
increase of unity with the tools 
that God has given us: prayer and 
love. What fuels conflict, instead, 
is gossip, always talking behind 
peoples’ backs. Gossip is the most 
potent weapon the devil has to di-
vide the Christian community, to 
divide families, to divide friends, 
to always divide. The Holy Spirit 

always inspires unity.
The theme of this Week of 

Prayer specifically regards love: 
“Abide in my love and you shall 
bear much fruit” (Jn 15:5-9). The 
root of communion and love is 
Christ who makes us overcome 
our prejudices to see in others a 
brother or sister to be loved al-
ways. Then we will discover that 
the Christians of other confessions 
— with their traditions, with their 
history—are gifts from God, they 
are gifts present within the terri-
tories of our diocesan and parish 
communities. Let us begin to pray 
for them and, when possible, with 
them. We will thus learn to love 
and appreciate them. Prayer, the 
Council reminds us, is the soul of 
every ecumenical movement (see 
Unitatis redintegratio, 8). There-
fore, may prayer be the start-
ing point to help Jesus make His 
dream come true: that they all may 
be one. Thank you. — America

How to pray (and fight) for unity, even within ourselves

Pope Francis delivers his blessing during his general audience in the library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican 
Jan 20, 2021. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Here is the text of 
Pope Francis’ weekly 
Wednesday audience, 

delivered on Jan 20, 2021.
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Catechetical Sunday 2021
Dear Rev Frs, Rev Deacons, Broth-
ers and Sisters in Christ,

Theme: Parish Communities: 
Agents of Faith, Hope, Love

The Church in Malaysia celebrates 
Catechetical Sunday on Jan 31, 
2021. The celebration this year will 
be different from ones in the past as 
we continue to face the threat of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Certainly, the 
manner by which we celebrate the 
Eucharist or carry out parish activi-
ties and events, has been ordered by 
the requirements of the Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP), to 
safeguard the health and well-being 
of parishioners. Parish programmes 
and events are now mainly held via 
social media and other online means.

However, regardless of how much 
parish life – as we know it – has been 
affected, whatever the circumstances 
or challenges, the mission of the 
parish must to continue. Therefore, 
it may prove beneficial to ask our-
selves:

“How are we responding as a 
community of believers in the face of 

COVID-19?” “How creative and ef-
fective have we been in reaching out 
to the poor, the sick, the lonely, and 
the vulnerable?” “Have we adapted 
to the norms of the digital age, and 
learnt new methods of online com-
munication to reach out lovingly to 
others?” The Covid-19 pandemic 
brings forth new challenges, but also 
new opportunities for us to live and 
carry out the mission of Christ as 
members of the parish community.

The Catechetical Sunday message 
for 2021 highlights the importance 
of belonging to a parish community, 
and how each of us, as part of the 
community, can respond as an agent 
of Faith, Hope and Love, especially 
within our present circumstances. I 
earnestly encourage you to read the 
message and to discern what the 
Lord is saying to you during this 
time. The message is available in 
English, Bahasa Malaysia, Tamil, 
Chinese and Iban.

At the same time, I encourage 
you, together with your parish priest, 
to discover new ways to celebrate 
Catechetical Sunday in 2021 as a 

parish community. Regardless of 
the circumstances, it is a special 
day dedicated to remembering and 
recommitting ourselves to our roles 
and responsibilities in the task of 
catechesis; be it as clergy, religious, 
catechists, parents, learners or as a 
parish community at large.

I pray that our parish priests, to-
gether with parents and catechists, 
will discover creative and effective 
ways of handing down the faith to 
our children. We must give Jesus 
to our youth so that they will know 
Him and be possessed by Him.

To all catechists, I express my 
gratitude for your dedication in con-
tinuing your ministry in the face of 
numerous challenges, and for be-
ing willing to adapt and learn new 
knowledge and skills to impart 
the faith to our learners via online 
methods. To catechists who are still 
struggling to adapt to new ways of 
teaching, I encourage you not to give 
up, but to persevere in acquiring the 
necessary knowledge and skills. Let 
us turn to the Holy Spirit for His 
guidance and help.

To all parents, I thank you for 
faithfully fulfilling your responsi-
bilities by having your children at-
tend catechism sessions, despite the 
difficulties that come with online 
learning. It is essential for parents to 
ensure that their children continue to 
receive proper and regular education 
in the faith, especially during these 
times.

Finally, to all children and young 
people, never stop learning about 

God and your Catholic faith. Take 
the opportunity to participate active-
ly and regularly in the classes con-
ducted by your catechists. God loves 
you and wants to reveal Himself to 
you during these classes.

Wishing you a Blessed Catecheti-
cal Sunday 2021.

With warmest regards,
+Most Rev Julian Leow Beng Kim, DD
Episcopal President for Catechetics

Parish Communities: Agents of Faith, Hope, Love
God never intended for us to live 

alone. He calls us to share, serve, 
heal, work and worship in, and with, 
our communities. Church communi-
ties are made up of members who 
come from different backgrounds, 
ages, experiences and personalities. 
Captivated by God’s mercy, they 
respond generously to God’s call 
whenever they gather as a commu-
nity, to celebrate the Holy Eucharist 
and to participate in parish activities. 
Being an imperfect people, members 
of these communities also face chal-
lenges, constantly struggling with 
human weaknesses and threatened 
by opposing forces.

It is undeniable that every move 
and action within our parish com-
munities, and the Church as a 
whole, is being scrutinised not only 
by non-Catholics, but by parishion-
ers themselves, and even by the 

newly-baptised. Therefore, together 
as a community, we need to build a 
good image of the parish through our 
words and deeds, because we play a 
vital role in the task of evangelisa-
tion.

The fundamental virtues of Faith, 
Hope and Love are the foundation 
to every Christian life (1 Corinthi-

ans 13: 13). As members of the par-
ish community, we should clothe 
ourselves in Christ (Galatian 3:27), 
with the virtues of faith and love as a 
breastplate and our hope of salvation 
as a helmet (1 Thessalonians 5:8), so 
as to glorify God and be in commun-
ion with each other. We must humble 
ourselves to practice and cultivate 

these virtues in order to bear fruit. 
We must not be influenced by world-
ly values which are damaging to the 
life of the parish community. To live 
the virtues of Faith, Hope and Love, 
we need to imitate Mother Mary and 
allow the Holy Spirit to make good 
use of us as instruments of love and 
peace. By doing so, we hope to at-
tract more people to enter into God’s 
vineyard, to receive His grace, and 
to bring back to life the ‘dead’ in the 
community.

As leaders and members of the 
parish community, we must uphold 
these virtues. Otherwise, we may 
stray from the true teachings of 
God, and our spirituality and moral-
ity will be compromised. We may 
be consumed with pride, self-right-
eousness, dissatisfaction and jeal-
ousy, and become judgemental of 
others. We may be blind to our own 

mistakes and sins, which may lead 
to divisions and intolerance toward 
each other. As scripture says: “The 
blind cannot lead the blind” (Luke 
6:39-42). Neither will we be capable 
of love and compassion for others, or 
lead the lost sheep back to God, if we 
lose these virtues.

As agents of Faith, Hope and 
Love, we cannot take our role for 
granted. We should each do our 
small part and strive to be the “salt of 
the earth and the light of the world” 
(Matthew 5:13-16) in our daily life, 
as our Lord Jesus Christ, the Good 
Shepherd, did. Let us start by seeing 
Christ in others, and also by being 
Christ to them by bringing joy, heal-
ing and restoration to all. “Not all of 
us can do great things. But we can 
do small things with great love.” (St 
Teresa of Calcutta). And now faith, 
hope and love.

Six wholesome ways to celebrate
1. Sharing A Meal
As the COVID-19 pandemic is 
still a looming reality, gather-
ing physically in groups would 
definitely not be the best idea. 
However, this is where the gift 
of online communication comes 
to save the day! As a catechism 
class or amongst catechists, share 
a meal together by gathering 
in an online video call. Enrich 
the experience by sharing the 
highlights and lowlights of the 
previous year, or experiences in 
your relationship with Jesus. You 
could also take it easy by simply 
sharing stories and laughter, us-
ing this time for fellowship and 
deepening relationships!

2. For Your Catechist
Are you a 
parent with 
a child at-
tending cat-
echism, or 
a priest of 
your parish? 
Why not 
show your 
appreciation for catechist/s by 
writing a message or a letter to 
them? This would not only be 
a great way to affirm them for 
their efforts, but it would also 
work to strengthen relation-
ships between parties. For ex-
ample, as a parish priest, you 
could write a message to the 
catechists of your parish to in-
spire and affirm them as they 
continue their faith journey. 
Your message would act to ap-
preciate them on behalf of the 
diocese and their bishops and 
priests, strengthening ties be-
tween the clergy and the laity.

3. Mass Celebration
Participate in the 
Mass online or in 
person (depending 
on your location). 
This will be a great 
opportunity to pray 
for our catechists 
as they re-commit 
themselves to this noble vocation! You 
could even make it a point to put on your 
‘Sunday Best’, so as to attune yourselves 
to the sanctity of the Mass!

4. As A Parish
As a catechist, have you received any 
gifts from the children you catechise, 
such as cards, mugs, or drawings? How 
about sharing them by taking a photo of 
them and posting them on the parish web-
site, or sharing them on the parish’s social 
media pages? This is a great way 
to celebrate Catechetical 
Sunday, by developing 
our sense of com-
munity within the 
parish!

5. As A Family
Parents and 
guardians no 
doubt hold a 
tremendous 
responsibil-
ity when 
it comes 
to catechiz-
ing children; especially during 
these times where our catechism 
classes have now shifted online. 
Now, more than ever, families are 
encouraged to come together, and 
make faith development a prior-
ity. However, do not fear! There 
are many small things we can 
do as a family that don’t require 
much time or effort at all! For ex-
ample, families could start small 
by incorporating a short ritual into 
their daily lives, such as sharing 
what they are grateful to God for, 
for that day. Experience for your-
self how little acts such as these 
can transform the life of your 
family in Christ, today!

6. As A Parish Priest
All parishioners, including catechists, 
are under the pastoral care of the par-
ish priest. The image of the Good 
Shepherd is often used to visualise this 
reality. Just as the shepherd ensures his 
sheep are cared for and nourished, so 
too is it the responsibility of the parish 
priest to ensure the catechists in their 
parish are cared for, and heard. For ex-
ample, parish priests could establish a 
solid presence in the lives of catechists 
under their 
care by join-
ing meetings, 
or simply by 
checking in 
on them indi-
vidually eve-
ry now and 
then. Small 
acts such as these work to develop 
rapport between the clergy and the la-
ity. The benefits of this strong network 
of support will reflect not only in the 
lives of catechists, but also in the chil-
dren they catechize.

Parents imparting their faith in home catechesis. (CS file photo)

Source: Catechetical Sunday Kit (Malaysian National Catechetical Office)
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Sunday of the Word of God
In The Bible in a Year podcast, Fr Mike 

Schmitz walks you through the entire Catho-
lic Bible in 365 episodes, providing commen-
tary, reflection, and prayer along the way. Find 
out more about The Bible in a Year (with Fr 
Mike Schmitz) and how to listen at ascension-
press.com/bibleinayear.

About the Reading Plan:
Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast follows a 
reading plan inspired by The Great Adventure 
Bible Timeline, a ground-breaking approach to 
understanding salvation history developed by 
renowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins.

The Great Adventure Bible Timeline Phi-
losophy:
l Identifies the 14 narrative books that tell 
the story of Scripture from beginning to end.
The remaining “supplemental books” of the 
Bible are then contextualized within the sto-
ryline of the 14 narrative books.
l Divides the Bible into 12 time periods, 
identified by different colours, which serve 
as “chapters” in Salvation History.

How to Use the Reading Plan:
This reading plan covers the entire Catholic 
Bible in 365 days. Each day, Fr Mike Schmitz 

will read two to three Scripture passages that 
coincide with the 12 periods of The Great Ad-
venture Bible Timeline, denoted by the colours 
on the left side of the reading plan. Readings 
in bold refer to the 14 narrative books of the 
Bible.

The Psalms and Proverbs are spread out 
throughout the year to provide additional op-
portunity for prayer, reflection, and practical 
wisdom. The Psalms in italics have a particular 
connection to that day’s other readings.

Andrew’s Divine 
Office Resource
Fr Andrew Kooi (pic) 

has launched a web-
site (https://ibadathari.
com/) to help the la-
ity to pray the Morning 
(Lauds) and Evening  
(Vespers) Prayer better.

His site, which is still 
being completed, has 
samples of hymns and 
chants as well as other material.

So far, he has completed Advent and 
Christmas, Ordinary Time Weeks 1 & 3 and 
Ordinary Time Weeks 2 & 4.

St Jerome assures us that the Bible is the 
instrument “in which God every day 

speaks to those who believe” (Lett. CXXX-
III, 13). In the Letter Scripturae Sacrae af-
fectus, Pope Francis insists on the need to 
understand the words contained in Sacred 
Scripture in order to experience the love of 
God, which is “priceless” and is capable of 
transforming one’s life, awakening in the 
depths of one’s heart the desire of wanting to 
fully correspond to that love. The Sunday of 
the Word of God is an opportunity to make 
known to young people “the Word of the 
Lord, with all its beauty, with all its spiritual 
strength”, as stated in the aforementioned 
Letter. Here are some formation proposals 
and testimonials.

Experience a biblical passage 
first hand!

The Biblical drama is an active method 
which promotes a profound encounter be-
tween the Word of God and the actual life 
of every person, based on the interaction 
between the biblical message conveyed by 
the Spirit and the human experience of each 
young person. Each person is invited to see 
themselves in the text, stimulated by the bib-
lical passage, meditated on and represented 
in a new form. In this way one inwardly as-
sociates aspects of themselves and their life, 
freely expressing what he/she feels in the 
group. The deep resonance of every young 
person is shared through different languag-
es: verbal-emotional sharing, pictorial chart, 
picture-language, interaction with concrete 
symbolic expressions, etc. Learn more about 
this methodology on the website: https://
www.bibliodramma.com/metologia

Become a Cristonaut @!

Cristonaut @ s is a website that aims at put-
ting the New Evangelisation into action by 
offering biblical-spiritual training to young 
people and other pastoral workers through 
Conferences, Online and In-presence 
Courses, Biblical Workshops, Spiritual Re-
treats, Evangelisation and Missionary Pro-
grammes, using the new information and 
communication technologies. This initia-
tive is supported by an international team of 
Catholic Christians of different languages 
(Spanish, English, Portuguese and Italian) 
who, following the guidelines of the Pope 
and the Bishops, want to spread the Gospel 
following the example of Ramon Pané, one 
of the greatest figures of evangelization in 
America. To become a criston @ uta go to 
the website: https://www.cristonautas.com/

Know the Bible!

The St Paul Centre for Biblical Theology is 
a non-profit Bible research and training in-
stitute that promotes the study of the Holy 
Scriptures — which transform life - accord-
ing to the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
It is at the service of all the faithful with tools 
of analysis and study — from  29 books and 
publications to multimedia and online cours-
es. You can find all the training programs on 
the website: https://stpaulcenter.com/

Formation proposals on the Word of God for young people

Other ecclesiastical organizations offer various resources for biblical formation. Here are 
some links:
 https://www.usccb.org/offices/new-american-bible/study-materials
 http://www.knowhowsphere.net/Bases2.aspx
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Upk_3nGTP2g

The Word of God on your phone

Laudate by Aycka Soft is the most popular 
and complete free Catholic App. It is availa-
ble in English, Spanish, French, Portuguese, 
German, Italian and others. It offers daily 
Mass readings (with the Saint of the day and 
reflections), the Liturgy of the Hours, items 
for personal prayer starting with a daily Bi-
ble verse, several Podcasts on the Word of 
God, etc. This App should not be missing on 
your phone. It is available for Android and 
iOS operating systems
 https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.aycka.apps.MassReadings
 https://apps.apple.com/us/
app/laudate-1-catholic-app/
id499428207#?platform=iphone

Other Resources

Source: https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Sussidio_DPD_2021_Inglese.pdf

Today is Sunday of                
the Word of God.

In this page we 
provide some resources 

to help in deepening 
our love for Scripture.

The Bible in a Year podcast

(Shutterstock/Chat Karen Studio)

Lectio Divina for every day. 
Yes!

The Carmelite Order offers everyone, 
especially in this time of confinement 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the op-
portunity to pray with the Holy Scrip-
tures according to the method of Lectio 
Divina, which was developed by the 
Holy Fathers and promoted again in the 
Church after the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, so as to help deepen one’s faith and 
the sentiments of Jesus by meditating on 
his word daily, according to the liturgi-
cal calendar. The daily Lectio Divina is 
available in several languages. Visit the 
website: https://ocarm.org/
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Dear children,

If God asked you 
to follow Him 
right now, would 
you  be ready to 
drop everything 
and follow Him? 
In today's 

Gospel reading, 
that's exactly 
what happened to 
Simon and Andrew and 
James and John. 
They had been working at 

their fishing nets when Jesus 
walked past and called them to 
follow Him. 
We are all called to follow 

Jesus in some way. God wants 
some people to give up their 
lives for others like Jesus did 
and some people He wants to 
look after the poor and the sick. 

Some people are called 
to care for children 

and some to build 
things. 

Some people are 
called to be special 
followers of Our 
Lord as priests 
and religious. 
Do you know how 

you can best follow 
Jesus? 

When you're young, the 
best way to be like Him is to 
be kind to everyone and honour 
and obey your parents like the  
Child Jesus did. 
Also, you can already start 

praying that when the time 
comes, you will know how to 
follow Our Lord in the way 
that you can serve Him best. 

Aunty Eliz 

What did Andrew say to his brother when Saint John the 
Baptist tells them that Jesus is the Messiah? Fill the spaces 
with letters in the right order to find out! 

Answer: We have found the Messiah! 

What else did Jesus say when 
He called the fishermen?

Find the letters that match the numbers in the net to 
fill in the spaces in the net and find out!

Sunday of the Word of God
~ 24th January 2021~

“A day to be devoted to the celebration, study, 
and spreading of the Word of God.”

The Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in 
listening to it, move from dispersion and division 
towards unity. The Word of God unites believers 
and makes them one people.” (Aperuit illis §4)

Find eight 
differences



PETALING JAYA: During Ma-
laysia’s battle against the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 

the St Ignatius Church (SIC) Youth 
Ministry ran an online outreach 
programme for Catholic youths 
aged 13-18, serving as a platform 
for young people to engage in 
faith activities together while so-
cial distancing.

Dubbed as the “Pre-Outreach Team,” 
the programme lasted 14 weeks, from 
Sept 13 to Dec 13. Online meetings were 
held via “Zoom” on Friday nights and 
Sunday afternoons, with each 
gathering lasting one hour 
and 30 minutes.

A total of 19 participants 
from various parishes regis-
tered for the programme and 
those with a minimum of 70 
per cent attendance for the 

programme’s weekly activities obtained 
certificates.

According to Jane Ow, discerning team 
leader of the SIC Youth Ministry, “It was 
a way for us to continue to do something 
during these trying times.” 

The Pre-Outreach Team garnered an 
average of 30 attendees for its meetings 
while holding an array of fun-filled online 
activities, facilitating games, praise and 
worship, as well as faith talks and discus-
sions.

The programme’s activities were fa-
cilitated with the help of the SIC Youth 
Ministry’s sub-ministries, which were 
different teams within the ministry. This 
included their Performing Arts Ministry, 

Worship Ministry, Logistics 
Ministry and many more, 
with each sub-ministry 
playing different roles dur-
ing the program. 

“It’s difficult to work to-
gether as a large ministry 
when we can only contact 

each other online, so 
splitting tasks between 
smaller teams helps a 
lot,” says Adrian Lee, co-
leader of the Youth Min-
istry’s Core Team.

The programme’s faith 
sessions were mainly 
facilitated by the youth 
ministry’s senior mem-
bers and leaders, while the Formation 
sub-ministry supervised the contents of 
these sessions. 

The Pre-Outreach Team programme 
utilised other online Catholic supplemen-
tal contents that facilitated discussions 
on the basics of the Christian faith, while 
the Formation ministry added questions 
and short sessions by their own members 
that would best aid in the understanding 
of the youths today here in Malaysia. 

The 14-week programme ended with 
a bang on Dec 13 with a two-hour Vir-
tual Youth Gathering that was open 
to the public youth, featuring interac-

tive games, an online 
Praise and Worship 
session, and a faith 
session based on the 
2020 World Youth Day 
theme, Young Man, I 
Say To You, Arise!

The Virtual Youth 
Gathering was a suc-
cess for the ministry, 

as it attracted roughly over 70 attend-
ees.

Currently, the SIC Youth Ministry is still 
in the process of making plans for the 
future. However, the ministry aims to 
remaining active in its vision of being a 
welcoming home rooted in Christ, grow-
ing in its relationships as a family rooted 
in God.

For more information about the St 
Ignatius Church Youth Ministry, you 
may visit their Instagram and Facebook 
pages @sicym and SIC Youth Ministry, 
or send an email to sicyr09@gmail.com. 
— By Ricky Fieldad Jr.

“I really enjoyed 
how everything was 
done throughout the 

programme, I definitely 
learned a lot and met 

some really cool people,” 
Ruth Victor

nationwide pandemic

SIC Youth run virtual 
outreach programme amid

HERALD
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“It was a really 
great experience 

for me and 
filled with great 

memories,” 
Samuel Matthew
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BENGALURU: Archbishop Pe-
ter Machado of Bangalore urged 
young Catholics to assume lead-
ership roles in society.

The prelate wants the youth 
to give their best to society by 
entering politics, bureaucracy, 
various government sectors and 
other organisations.

The archbishop was addressing 
some 50 young women and men 
from the Cathedral deanery com-
prising 13 parishes.

The Leadership Enhance-
ment and Attitude Development 
(LEAD) program was organised 
by Yuva Chethana (Youth Con-
sciousness), the Bangalore Arch-
diocesan Youth Commission, at 
Palana Bhavan (Pastoral Centre).

Salesian Fr Anil D’Sa, the 
youth director of the Archdio-
cese, his assistant Fr Sampath, 
and Father Sandeep, director of 
Redemptorist Youth Ministry, 

were present for the programme.
Fr D’Sa animated the session 

for the leaders with relevant and 
meaningful activities to get to 
know each other and prepare an 
action plan for the deanery, tak-
ing suggestions from the youth.

The youth leaders voiced their 
opinion on the current situation 
of young people and suggested 
various ways to make them ac-
tive and vibrant.

A deanery level committee was 
set up with one representative 
from each parish and an action 
plan was drawn to take forward 
the aspirations and suggestions 
of the youth.

The participants said they 
found the programme meaning-
ful and expressed the importance 
of having it regularly to sustain 
their enthusiasm and empower 
the youth. — By C V Joseph,                              
Matters India

VATICAN: There are three main 
calls that God makes to each of 
us, but he calls always, and behind 
every call is love, says Pope Fran-
cis.

Pope Francis pointed out three 
calls that God makes to each per-
son, assuring that every call of God 
is always a call of love, and that it 
reaches us in many ways.

The Pope reflected on January 
17 on the Gospel of the day, which 
recounted when John and Andrew 
leave John the Baptist to follow 
Jesus, because John has indicated 
Jesus, saying, “Behold the Lamb 
of God.”

And this is one thing that makes 
us think: every authentic encoun-
ter with Jesus remains alive in the 
memory, it is never forgotten. You 
forget many encounters, but a true 
encounter with Jesus remains for-
ever. And many years later, those 
two even remembered the time, 
they had not forgotten that encoun-
ter that was so happy, so complete, 
that it changed their lives.

The Holy Father noted that the 
consequence of that life-changing 
afternoon was that these new apos-
tles sought to share the joy they had 
found.

The Pope then invited us to re-
flect on the experience of meeting 
Christ, “who calls us to remain 
with Him.”

Always his initiative
He noted, “Each one of God’s calls 
is an initiative of His love. He is 
the one who always takes the ini-
tiative. He calls you.”

Then the Pope considered three 
main calls that God makes to all: 
“God calls to life, He calls to faith, 
and He calls to a particular state in 
life: ‘I want you here.'”
 God’s first call is to life, 
through which He makes us per-
sons; it is an individual call be-
cause God does not make things 
in series.
 Then God calls us to faith and 
to become part of His family as 
children of God.
 Lastly, God calls us to a par-
ticular state in life: to give of our-
selves on the path of matrimony, 
or that of the priesthood or the 
consecrated life. These are dif-
ferent ways of realising God’s 
design that He has for each one 
of us that is always a design of 
love. But God calls always.
And the greatest joy for every 

believer is to respond to that call, 
offering one’s entire being to the 
service of God and our brothers 

and sisters.
The call of God, the Pope said, 

“reaches us in a thousand ways 
– through others, happy or sad 
events.”

Discover the love in each call
Pope Francis urged an openness to 
the Lord’s call, not to reject it or be 
afraid of it.

Rejection because it seems to be 
in contrast to our aspirations; and 
even fear because we believe it is 
too demanding and uncomfort-
able: “Oh no, I will never be able 
to do it, better not to, a calmer life 
is better… God over there, me over 
here.”

But God’s call is always love: 
we need to try to discover the love 
behind each call, and it should be 
responded to only with love.

This is the language: the re-
sponse to a call that comes out of 
love, only love. — By Kathleen N. 
Hattrup, Aleteia

KENINGAU: Serving in a Chris-
tian NGO requires courage and 
commitment because it is not 
the same as searching for a job. 
Firstly, you need to be out of your 
comfort zone and have a strong 
spirit,” said Caroline Liew, from 
Senangang, a World 
Vision Malaysia 
(WVM) mission 
worker who focuses 
on helping people 
in need, regardless 
of religion, race or 
background.

Carol, a holder of 
Bachelor of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology at UMS, appeared on 
radio Kekitaan FM with DJ Emui. 
A Catholic youth who actively 
participates in camps, seminars 
and spiritual activities, Carol says 
that WVM, an international Chris-
tian humanitarian organisation, 
is committed to serving the poor, 
especially children. Currently, 
Carol and her friends are serving 
in Sook, Nabawan.

When questioned on why she 
chose the field of humanitar-
ian service while other youths 

preferred to work in the city, 
this is what she said: “Work-
ing on a humanitarian service 
platform is a call and a blessing. 
I was inspired by my parents who 
are also actively serving the com-
munity.” According to Carol, her 

father was a cat-
echist and often 
served the outstation 
parishes. “When he 
returned, he would 
always share the joy 
of serving. This has 
inspired me to do 
the same.”

After graduation, Bishop Cor-
nelius Piong and her friends en-
couraged and supported her deci-
sion to join WVM. 

She then explained the scope 
of her work as a humanitarian 
worker, which are to identify the 
challenges faced by the children 
and the community as well as 
to formulate a long-term plan. 
She was also familiar with the bitter 
challenges they faced due to severe 
road conditions and no electricity, 
Internet or clean water facilities 
in the areas she visits or serves. 

“All this works wonders with 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The friendship I built with the 
people and the happy faces of 
those whom I served, have made 
my days valuable” said Carol. 
She also served the Orang Asli 
community in the peninsular for 
several months and had the op-

portunity to study in Kalimantan, 
Indonesia, to further strengthen 
humanitarian aid services.

WVM was founded in 1950 by 
Dr Bob Pierce, an American pas-
tor. Dr Bob founded WVM while 
in China where he helped a child 
who wanted to study but could not 
go to school due to poverty. Dr 

Bob tried to send the child to a mis-
sionary headmaster who helped 
the child receive an education. 
Starting from that small business, 
now WVN is growing all over the 
world, dedicated to helping poor 
families and fighting injustice as 
well as struggling to show God’s 
love to everyone. 

In this file photo, Pope Francis posing for a selfie during a meeting with 
members of the Eucharistic Youth Movement in 2015. (Aleteia photo)

The youths with Archbishop Peter Machado. (Matters India photo)

DJ Emui with Caroline Liew, World Vision Malaysia mission worker.

Archbishop Machado 
urges youth to take 
up leadership roles

What would make God's call easier 
to hear and follow? Pope explains

Youth shares her joy at being 
a humanitarian aid worker

Working on              
a humanitarian 
service platform 

is a call and a 
blessing



2nd Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of 

Joe De Cruz

I can no longer                              
see you with my eyes or 

touch you with my hands,
 but I will feel you                        

in my heart forever.
Dearly missed by                            

all loved ones. 

20/10/1960 – 26/01/2019
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Your love is always in our hearts                              
Your kindness is fondly remembered                                  

Your faith has shown us grace and mercy                     
Even though you are now in God’s kingdom,                   
the memory of you is always beautifully near.

Dearly missed by                                                      
your husband, children, grandchildren,                              

family, relatives and friends.

May The Wind Of Heaven Blow Softly                                  
And Whisper In Your Ear

How Much We Love and Miss You                                         
and Wish You Were Here

Days Will Pass And Turn Into Years
But We Will Always Remember You With Silent Tears.

Sadly Missed and Fondly Remembered by                  
Brother, Sisters, Nephews and Loved Ones.

4th Anniversary                                                 
In Loving Memory of                          

CATHERINE HO LAI KOON

4th Anniversary                                                 
In Loving Memory of

Wilma Pereira
Departed on 19th January 2017

          

We cherish all our memories of you, 
Your unwavering Faith in God, 

Your thoughtful ways, 
Your embracing Love, 

Your kind soothing words, 
Your encompassing wisdom, 

We will always miss you mummy.

In Loving Memory of

Datin Winifred 
Jeyamani 

Duraisingam
Departed:               
22-01-1990

ROME: A recently ordained Catholic 
priest died in hospital early Thursday, 
Jan 21 morning after an explosion de-
stroyed a parish building in the Spanish 
capital, Madrid.

Fr Rubén Pérez Ayala (pic) was or-
dained to the priesthood 
last June. His first assign-
ment was at the Virgen de 
la Paloma parish near the 
Puerta de Toledo in the 
centre of Madrid, where 
he was serving when an 
explosion destroyed much of the parish 
rectory and office at 3.00pm on Jan 20.

The young priest was taken to hospi-
tal and underwent an operation for his 
injuries. His brother, Pablo, also a dioc-
esan priest, administered the anointing 

of the sick.
Cardinal Carlos Osoro Sierra, the 

archbishop of Madrid, announced the 
following morning that Fr. Pérez Ayala 
had died from his wounds overnight. He 
was 36 years old.

“Last night the young priest has died, 
Rubén Pérez Ayala, whom I ordained 
only seven months ago. I am grateful 
for his life of dedication to Christ and to 
his Church,” the cardinal wrote on Twit-
ter on Jan 21.

At least four people have now died 
from the explosion, according to the 
Archdiocese of Madrid, which released 
a statement citing a gas leak in the par-
ish building as a possible cause for the 
blast on Calle Toledo. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

Newly ordained priest dies 
after Madrid parish explosion
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St Angela Merici
Angela has the double distinction of 

founding the first teaching congre-
gation of women in the Church and 

what is now called a “secular institute” of 
religious women.

As a young woman, she became a mem-
ber of the Third Order of Saint Francis and 
lived a life of great austerity, wishing, like 
St Francis, to own nothing, not even a bed. 
Early in life, she was appalled at the igno-
rance among poorer children, whose parents 
could not or would not teach them the ele-
ments of religion. Angela’s charming manner 
and good looks complemented her natural 
qualities of leadership. Others joined her in 
giving regular instruction to the little girls of 
their neighbourhood.

She was invited to live with a family in 
Brescia (where, she had been told in a vision, 
she would one day found a religious commu-
nity). Her work continued and became well 
known. She became the centre of a group of 
people with similar ideals.

She eagerly took the opportunity for a trip 
to the Holy Land. When they had gotten as 
far as Crete, she was struck with blindness. 
Her friends wanted to return home, but she 
insisted on going through with the pilgrim-
age, and visited the sacred shrines with as 
much devotion and enthusiasm as if she had 
her sight. On the way back, while praying be-
fore a crucifix, her sight was restored at the 

same place where it had been lost.
At 57, she organised a group of 12 girls 

to help her in catechetical work. Four years 
later, the group had increased to 28. She 
formed them into the Company of St Ur-
sula (patroness of medieval universities and 
venerated as a leader of women) for the pur-
pose of re-Christianizing family life through 
solid Christian education of future wives and 

mothers. The members continued to live at 
home, had no special habit and took no for-
mal vows, though the early Rule prescribed 
the practice of virginity, poverty, and obedi-
ence. The idea of a teaching congregation of 
women was new and took time to develop. 
The community thus existed as a “secular in-
stitute” until some years after Angela’s death. 
— Franciscan Media

On Jan. 28, the Roman Catholic Church 
celebrates Saint Thomas Aquinas, the 

13th century theologian who showed that the 
Catholic faith is in harmony with philosophy 
and all other branches of knowledge.

Blessed John Paul II, in his 1998 letter 
Fides et Ratio, said St Thomas “had the great 
merit of giving pride of place to the harmo-
ny which exists between faith and reason,” 
knowing that “both the light of reason and 
the light of faith come from God … Hence 
there can be no contradiction between them.”

Thomas was born during 1225 into a no-
ble family, having relatives among the rul-
ers of the Holy Roman Empire. His father 
Landulph was the Count of Aquino, and his 
mother Theodora, the Countess of Teano. At 
age five, Thomas was sent to study at Monte 
Cassino, the abbey founded by St Benedict.

The boy’s intellectual gifts and serious 
disposition impressed the monks, who urged 
his father to place him in a university by the 
time he was 10. At the University of Naples, 
he learned philosophy and rhetoric while 
taking care to preserve his morals against 
corruption by other students.

It is said that a hermit, before Thomas’ 
birth, told Theodora that she would have a 
son who would enter the Dominican Order 
“and so great will be his learning and sanc-
tity, that in his day, no one will be found to 
equal him.” In his adolescence, Thomas’ 
friendship with a holy Dominican inspired 
him to join them.

His family, however, did not envision 
the brilliant young man as a penniless and 
celibate preacher. His brothers kidnapped 
him from the Dominicans, took him to the 
family’s castle, and at one point even sent 
a woman to seduce him – whom Thomas 
drove out by brandishing a poker from the 
fireplace.

Under pressure from both the Pope and 
the Holy Roman Emperor, Thomas’ broth-
ers allowed him to escape from captivity. He 
travelled to Rome and received the Pope's 
blessing upon his vocation, which would 
soon take him to Paris to study with the theo-
logian later canonised as St Albert the Great.

Thomas’ silent demeanour caused other 
students to nickname him “the Dumb Ox.” 
Albert, however, discovered that the young 
man was a brilliant thinker, and proclaimed: 
“We call him the Dumb Ox, but he will give 
such a bellow in learning as will be heard all 
over the world.”

By the time he was 23, Thomas was teach-
ing alongside his mentor at the university of 
Cologne. During 1248, he published his first 
commentaries on the pre-Christian Greek 
philosopher Aristotle, whose insights on na-
ture, logic, and metaphysics would inform 
Thomas’ approach to Catholic theology.

Around the middle of the century, Thomas 
was ordained to the priesthood, in which he 
showed great reverence for the liturgy and 
skill as a homilist. In keeping with the Do-
minican order’s charism for preaching, he 
strove to bring his own family to a sincere 
practice of the faith, and largely succeeded.

St Thomas’ best-known achievements, 
however, are his works of theology. These 
include the Summa Contra Gentiles, the 
Compendium Theologiae, and the great 
Summa Theologica – which was placed on 
the altar along with the Bible at the 16th cen-
tury Council of Trent for easy reference dur-
ing discussions.

In December 1273 however, the scholar 
proclaimed that he could write no more, fol-
lowing a mystical experience in which he 
said he had “seen things that make my writ-
ings look like straw.” But he complied with a 
request to attend the Council of Lyon to help 
reunite the Latin and Greek churches.

On his way there, however, Thomas be-
came ill and stopped at a Cistercian abbey. 
The monks treated him with reverence, and 
it was to them that he dictated a final work 
of theology: a commentary on the Old Testa-
ment’s Song of Songs.

The saint did not live to finish this com-
mentary, however. Nearing death, he made 

a final confession and asked for the Eucha-
rist to be brought to him. In its presence, he 
declared: “I adore you, my God and my Re-
deemer … for whose honour I have studied, 
laboured, preached, and taught.”

“I hope I have never advanced any tenet 
as your word, which I had not learned from 
you,” he told God, before making his last 
communion. “If through ignorance I have 
done otherwise, I revoke everything of that 
kind, and submit all my writings to the judg-
ment of the holy Roman Church.”

His last words were addressed to one of 
the Cistercians who asked for a word of spir-
itual guidance. “Be assured that he who shall 
always walk faithfully in (God’s) presence, 
always ready to give him an account of all 
his actions, shall never be separated from 
him by consenting to sin,” he declared.

St Thomas Aquinas died on March 7, 
1274. He was canonised in 1323, and made 
a Doctor of the Church in 1567. In 1965, the 
Second Vatican Council taught that seminar-
ians should learn “under the guidance of St 
Thomas,” in order to “illumine the mysteries 
of salvation as completely as possible.” — 
CNA

St Thomas Aquinas
Patron Saint of: 
 Catholic Schools
 Colleges

 Schools
 Students

Feastday: January 28

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, January 24
(Ezekiel 37:12-14)
The Lord says this: I am now going 
to open your graves; I mean to raise 
you from your graves, my people, 
and lead you back to the soil of 
Israel. And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, my 
people. And I shall put my spirit in 
you, and you will live, and I shall re-
settle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said 
and done this – it is the Lord who 
speaks.

Monday, January 25
(Acts 26:16-18)
I have appeared to you for this 
reason: to appoint you as my serv-
ant and as witness of this vision in 
which you have seen me, and of 
others in which I shall appear to 
you. I shall deliver you from the peo-
ple and from the pagans, to whom I 
am sending you to open their eyes, 
so that they may turn from darkness 
to light, from the dominion of Satan 
to God, and receive, through faith in 
me, forgiveness of their sins and a 
share in the inheritance of the sanc-
tified.

Tuesday, January 26
(Hebrews 13:7-9)
Remember your leaders, who 
preached the word of God to you, 
and as you reflect on the outcome 
of their lives, imitate their faith. Je-
sus Christ is the same today as he 
was yesterday and as he will be for 
ever. Do not let yourselves be led 
astray by all sorts of strange doc-
trines.

Wednesday, January 27
(Job 1:21,2:10)
Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb, naked I shall return. The 
Lord gave, the Lord has taken back. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
If we take happiness from God’s 
hand, must we not take sorrow too?                                                                 

Thursday, January 28
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without self-interest, 
I pass on without reserve; I do not 
intend to hide her riches. For she is 
an inexhaustible treasure to men, 
and those who acquire her win 
God’s friendship, commended as 
they are to him by the benefits of 
her teaching.

Friday, January 29
(2 Corinthians 12: 9b-10)
I am most happy, then, to be proud 
of my weaknesses, in order to feel 
the protection of Christ’s power over 
me. I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and difficulties for Christ’s sake. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Saturday, January 30
(Philippians 2:14-15)
Do everything without complaining 
or arguing, so that you may be in-
nocent and pure, as God’s perfect 
children who live in a world of cor-
rupt and sinful people. You must 
shine among them like stars lighting 
up the sky.

Feastday: January 27
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Evangelisation:  Human Fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship 

with our brothers and sisters of other religions, 
praying for one another, open to all.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Sacred Scripture needs to be 
respected, valued
VATICAN: In preparation for the 
Sunday of the Word of God Jan 24, 
the Vatican has issued recommenda-
tions for the day as well as reminders 
on respecting the sacred Scriptures.

For example, liturgical books 
should be high-quality bound vol-
umes and not photocopies, and the 
ambo is reserved for specific mo-
ments in the liturgy and prayer, and 
should not be used for making com-
mentaries or announcements, said a 
note from the Vatican Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Sacra-
ments.

The note, released Dec 19, was 
signed by Cardinal Robert Sarah, 
congregation prefect, and Archbish-
op Arthur Roche, secretary.

The note was a reminder that the 
Sunday of the Word of God, institut-
ed by Pope Francis in 2019, is meant 
to reawaken in the clergy and the 
faithful, “the importance and value of 
sacred Scripture for the Christian life, 
as well as the relationship between 
the word of God and the liturgy,” it 
said.

Though it is to be held every year 
on the third Sunday of Ordinary 

Time, which for 2021 is Jan 24, “a 
day devoted to the Bible should not 
be seen as a yearly event but, rather, a 
year-long event, for we urgently need 
to grow in our knowledge and love of 
the Scriptures and of the risen Lord,” 
it said.

God continues to speak his word 
“and to break bread in the community 
of believers,” which is why Catholics 
need to “develop a closer relationship 
with sacred Scripture; otherwise, our 
hearts will remain cold and our eyes 
shut, inflicted as we are by so many 
forms of blindness.”

The note offered a few recommen-
dations for the day, such as having the 
entrance procession with the Book of 
the Gospels, placing the Book of the 
Gospels on the altar, and promoting 
the community celebration of Lauds 
and Vespers.

Much of the note, however, em-
phasised the importance of rereading 
and respecting the theological, ritual 
and pastoral principles surrounding 
the Word of God proclaimed at Mass 
and other liturgical celebrations.

One should understand that “the 
books containing the readings from 

sacred Scripture stir up in those who 
hear a veneration for the mystery of 
God speaking to his people. For this 
reason, we ask that care be taken to 
ensure that these books are of a high 
quality and used properly.”

As such, “It is never appropriate 
to resort to leaflets, photocopies and 
other pastoral aids as a substitute for 
liturgical books.”

Because of the importance of the 
word of God, “the Church invites us 
to pay special attention to the ambo 
from which it is proclaimed,” the 
note said.

The ambo is not “a functional 
piece of furniture, but a place that 
is in keeping with the dignity of the 
word of God, in correspondence with 
the altar,” which is why the ambo is 
reserved for the readings, the singing 
of the Responsorial Psalm and the 
Easter Proclamation.

“The homily and the intentions of 
the universal prayer can be delivered 
from it, while it is less appropriate to 
use it for commentaries, announce-
ments or for directing singing,” it 
said.

The note also underlined the need 

to respect the arrangement of the bib-
lical readings indicated in the Lec-
tionary, “without replacing or remov-
ing them, and using only versions 
of the Bible approved for liturgical 
use.”

The homily should be used to help 
explain sacred Scripture and particu-
lar importance should be given to a 
period of silence for appropriately 

meditating on the word, it added.
Those who proclaim the word of 

God in the assembly, such as priests, 
deacons and readers, must be suf-
ficiently prepared and familiar with 
the text to be proclaimed clearly and 
must avoid “all improvisation. It is 
possible to preface the readings with 
appropriate and short introductions,” 
however. — By Carol Glatz, CNS

HO CHI MINH: Vietnam has 
clamped down on freedom of ex-
pression ahead of a Communist 
Party congress by imposing a harsh 
jail sentence on an environmental 
activist and blogger for an anti-state 
campaign.

On Jan 20, the People’s Court of 
Hau Giang province in the southern 
Mekong Delta sentenced Dinh Thi 
Thu Thuy to seven years in jail for 
“making, restoring and spreading in-
formation and materials so as to op-
pose the government” under Article 
117 of the Criminal Law.

Thuy, a 39-year-old expert in aq-
uaculture, was defended by lawyers 
Nguyen Van Mieng and Trinh Vinh 
Phuc at a four-hour trial attended by 
her father and two sisters guarded by 
seven policemen.

The lawyers said Thuy was a 
member of groups called Cuu Long 
Xanh (Green Mekong) and Suc 
Song Xanh (Green Life), which aim 
to protect the environment. Members 
collect garbage weekly and call on 
people to safeguard the environment 
by reducing plastic bags, chemical 
fertilisers and insecticides in agri-
culture. They also teach people how 
to differentiate low-quality foods of 
Chinese origin.

They said Thuy worked for the 
groups’ activities to be recognised 
and approved by local authorities.

The lawyers said in a report that 
police confiscated a black T-shirt and 
12 face masks with crossed maps 
with nine dashes through the South 
China Sea, which Vietnam calls the 
East Sea. The Chinese government 
uses a U-shaped line to demarcate 
roughly 90 per cent of the contested 
South China Sea for its homeland.

State-run media did not report the 
case.

Amnesty International called on 
Vietnam to end its relentless assault 
on human rights defenders and in-
dividuals exercising their rights to 
freedom of expression, association 

and peaceful assembly.
“The Vietnamese authorities’ in-

tolerance of peaceful dissent has 
peaked under the outgoing leader-
ship. The nomination of new na-
tional leaders provides an invaluable 
opportunity for Vietnam to change 
course on human rights,” Yamini 
Mishra, Amnesty International’s 
Asia-Pacific Regional Director, said 
on Jan 20.

The Communist Party plans to 
hold its 13th congress from Jan 25 to 
Feb 2. During the congress, held eve-
ry five years, government leaders are 
selected and policy priorities are set. 
It involves the nomination of new 
party leaders who are later formally 
appointed to government leadership 
positions by the National Assembly.

Amnesty said Article 4 of the 
country’s constitution, which says 
the Communist Party leads the state 
and society, has been relied upon to 
outlaw other political parties.

The rights group said Vietnam has 
made some strides in helping to re-
alise economic and social rights for 
many people but this progress is se-
verely undermined by its continued 
repression of freedom of expression, 
association and peaceful assembly. 
— ucanews.com

Vietnam jails environmental 
activist for seven years

The Vatican has issued recommendations for the Jan 24 celebration of 
Sunday of the Word of God, including do’s and don’ts about using sacred 
Scriptures. (Shutterstock/Chat Karen Studio)

Environmental activist 
Dinh Thi Thu Thuy

VATICAN: Pope Francis recognised 
on Thursday the heroic virtues of Jé-
rôme Lejeune, the French geneticist 
who discovered the extra chromo-
some that causes Down syndrome.

The step, announced on Jan 21, 
means that Lejeune can now be re-
ferred to as “Venerable.” 

Heroic virtue is one of the require-
ments for beatification in the Catholic 
Church. A verified miracle attributed 
to the candidate’s intercession is also 
usually required.

Lejeune was born on June 13, 
1926, in Montrouge, in the southern 
Parisian suburbs. In 1958, he deduced 
that Down syndrome was caused by 
an extra copy of chromosome 21.

He dedicated the rest of his life to 
researching treatments to improve the 
lives of people with Down syndrome.

He firmly opposed the use of pre-
natal testing to identify unborn chil-
dren with Down syndrome and other 
chromosomal abnormalities for abor-
tion. 

When he received the prestigious 
William Allan Award for his work in 
genetics in 1969, he gave an impas-
sioned speech opposing abortion. 

“For millennia, medicine has 

striven to fight for life and health 
and against disease and death. Any 
reversal of the order of these terms 
of reference would entirely change 
medicine itself,” he said. 

“It happens that nature does con-
demn. Our duty has always been not 
to inflict the sentence but to try to 
commute the pain. In any foreseeable 
genetical trial I do not know enough 
to judge, but I feel enough to advo-
cate.”

After the speech, which received a 
cool reception, he reportedly told his 
wife: “Today, I lost my Nobel Prize in 
medicine.” — CNA

Pope recognises heroic 
virtues of pioneering French 
geneticist Jerome Lejeune

Dr Jérôme Lejeune (1926-1994). 
(CNA photo/Fondation Jérôme 

Lejeune via Wikimedia (CC BY-SA 3.0)


